At UMBC, students are invited to share their
stories and empathetically listen to their
peers. So, pull up a chair, step into someone
else’s shoes, and partake in this grand
educational potluck. — page 30
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Historical Lens

UMBC’s Special Collections houses the archive of
over 5,400 Lewis Hine photographs that continue to
inform our collective understanding of child labor.
By Rabne Alexander, MUF.A. 21,

Catalina Sofia Dansberger Duque, and Beth Saunders
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When empathy is on the table, students
and colleagues expand their capacity for
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thinking as a grand educational potluck.
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creativity you need to run an interesting class.”

By Sarah L. Hansen, M.S. 1S
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TO YOU

Dear Retrievers,

This semester, Maryland Dclegatc Mark Chang 99,
psychology, stoppcd by campus fora panel discussion with a
roomful of political science students and their professors thanks
to a Constitution Day program sponsored by UMBC’s Center for
Social Science Scholarship.

Full disclosure, I met Mark nearly 25 years ago when I was a

reporter at tl’lC OldMﬂ?f)//ﬂﬂd G//ZZEUE newspapcr and l’lC, ﬁ'CSl’lly

graduatcd from UMBC, was alrcady throwing his heartand every
spare hour to the citizens of Glen Burnic asa community volunteer.

Whata fecling it was to come full circle as Mark spoke with a room of students who, in ayear or two,
hope to be making a difference in their own communities. He inspired these fucure doers, I could eell, as
they asked question after question about political life. But more importancly, he invited them deeply into
some of his pcrsonal reasons for service—the realities of life as a kid raised by awidowed father, of growing
up around cruel displays of racism—and into a moment of shared empathy.

['ve been thinking about cmpathy alot latcly, largcly because my collcague Randianne Leyshon 09
and I have been having conversations for about a year now about the intrinsic value of highcr education.
Atthe end of the day, as you'll read in her marvelous story, “Grab a Seat at the Table,” on page 30, the
decision to put yoursclf in someonc clse’s shoes is a personal one. Buract UMBC, icalso feelslike part of
the mission, somcthingwe canalllearn from and take into the world if we open our hearts and minds to
other peoples experiences.

Asllistened to our students askingMark about his life and career, it was exciting to think about the
many ways they might take what thcy learn at UMBC into their lives beyond. [ came away thankful for
Mark’s vulnerability and inspired by the power of empathy to prompt positive change.

And I could feel our mission at work.

— Jenny OGrady
Editor, UMBC Magazine
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OFFICE HOURS

Each week, UMBC President Valerie

Sheares Ashby meets with students to chat
about their lives and experiences ar UMBC.
Today, she's speaking with Okechukwn
Tabugbo 25, computer engineering,
president of UMBC's Black Men's Sociery,
a group that provides mentorship, skills
training, and commaunity to students while
trying to eliminate negative narratives and
stigma around what it means to be a Black

man in America.

Okechukwu Tabugbo: I found out about
UMBC’s Black Men’s Society when I was in my
firstyear. ] knew Marvin Onwukwe, the club
secretary at the time. He was aiways Waiking
around campus smiiing, and [ would ask him,
“Why areyou smiiing so much, Marvin?” He
would say, “It’s because T have my life rogether. 1
have everything going for me. So what reason do
[ have to frown?” [ would say, “Why do you have
everything going for you?” He said, “Because I'm
on top of my work. I can help you out, too. You
should come to Black Men's Society so that we

can all be on top of our work.”
President Sheares Ashby: Oh, thatis so good.

Tabugbo: But,inall honcsty, [ did not goto
the first one. Then Amery Thompson...the
current advisor, told me that [ should come ourt,

and I have to be honest, I did not goart that time

cither. [Laughs.] Then, finally, our current vice
president, Israel Funmilayo...invited me, and
he said, “Its about financial liceracy... just need

yOLl to come out.” I iOOi(CCi at my bani{ account,

and [ said, “Oi{ay.”

After getting there, | sat down. Amery was
giving the introduction on financial literacy
and teiiing us cvcrything that we need to know.
It honcstiy just made me feel at home and
appreciated, the fact that someone took the
time out of their day to teach me something
that [ constantly left on the back burner. T rook
that for what the club is. I take it cspcciaiiy asa
safe space for Black men on campus—to make
them feel appreciatcd, to give them the time
thcy need to growina world that rushes them
so often. appreciate the overall aspect ofgiving
Black people on campus a space for professional
cicvciopmcnt that thcy may not have had

before and giving us a spacc to talk about issues
surrounding the community. The Socicty allows
everyone, despitc their views, to be understood

and to have time to undcrstand othcrs.

Sheares Ashby: That is amazing. And what
is so interesting to me is the mentorship of the
more senior students to the younger students
because I see itall the time. I see the senior
students saying, “Hey, come on over here.
This is where we are. This is what we're doing.
This is how we can support you.” They're really

iiving out the mcntorship in ways thatare so

magazine.umbc.edu | 3

important. And it is so wonderful to sce the
younger students come in and then become
those mentors to other people. I can see that

growth evenina year.

Tabugbo: Exactly. And on that note of
mentorship, thats why we wanted to start
moving toward outreach programs, especially
to local high schools and middle schools. This
cffortis spearhcaded by our secretary, Daniel
Bajulaiye. [f we can get to these studencs
carly and make them know that theyre
appreciated, make them know that they can
be heard, that will be importantin fostering a
good relationship, especiaiiy as they come into
UMBC. Just letting people know thatyou're
there for themis so important because alot of
people, especially on this campus, dontknow

their potcntiai.

Sheares Ashby: | onc hundred percentagree.
Onc of the things I'm really excited about for
UMBC is the work that we continue to do

in Baltimore. Were right here, and we know
that there are alot of Black men, young men,

in Baltimore who would benefit. I don't think
too many Black men in Baltimore walk around

fcciing apprcciatcd.

Tabugbo: Even when I did get the role [as
president of Black Men's Society], I still had
imposter syndrome. I didn't truly feel 1 bcionged
until actuaiiy stepping into the shoesand having
to take over. Talking to my brother all summer,
the amount of encouragement he had to give
me to say just, “You can do this. Youare here

for arcason.” Hearing it from Amery, hearing

it from Isracl, it took a lot to be able to have the
confidence to come and do this again and again

every day.
Sheares Ashby: Mcntorship has aiways been

important. Sometimes it just takes somebody
tolook at you and tell you, ‘T sceyou, and I think
you're pretty special,” or, “T sce this gift or talent
that you have,” and it can change somebody s life
just like that. I dont know anybociy who doesn't

ﬂCCd encouragcment.

Okechukiwn Tabugbo chats with
President Sheares Ashby on the seventh
Sloor of the Albin O. Kubn Library.
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DAWG’S EYE VIEW

HOOP DREAMS

Is NBA superstar Stephen Curry interested in joining the Retriever squad? While that remains
to be seen, Curry—who visited UMBC in August through a partnership with Under Armour—
showcased how he prepares for games and then hosted a three-point competition and a

skills challenge.

@ @UMBC_MBB

TEACHER’S PET

The student became the teacher this summer
when Laila Shishineh, director of Academic
Engagement and Transition Programs, took

her high school AP biology teacher for a tour
around campus. It was a return home for Robert
Hartswick, who graduated from UMBC in 1973
and then dedicated his career to teaching in
Montgomery County. And no visit to campus
would be complete without the obligatory stop at
True Grit!

@drlailamshish

CAPTURE THE FLAG

This summer, Zachary Amoss '24, Kevin
Chen '23, and Leela SaiNadh Gade, M.P.S.
’24, competed in an international “capture
the flag”-style cybersecurity competition in
Japan, with Chen taking home a victory—
and all three bringing back a greater range
of expertise. The trio took the trip with

Vice President for Research and Creative
Achievement Karl Steiner.

@ @KarlSteiner11
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WHO’S A GOOD BOY?

True Grit, best campus mascot and overall good

pup, got some love from Wholesome Memes on

X, formerly known as Twitter. Now who wants to
play catch?

® @WholesomeMeme
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FIND OUT FRIDAYS

We may be partial, but University
Communications and Marketing’s

social media intern Allison John '25,
psychology, has added a new dimension to
our social channels this semester. Allison
has been taking her Retriever audience
on “Find out Friday” tours of gems near
campus. Recent finds include waffles at
the Catonsville Farmers Market, remote
work at OCA Mocha in Arbutus, and
study cubes on the second floor of the
Interdisciplinary Life Sciences Building.
Keep sharing your finds with us, Allison!

ﬁ @UMBC

=
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DOGGY PLAYDATE

Tucker Moore, Maryland’s first dog, stopped by
campus to say hi to all the Retrievers during the
first week of the semester. Officer Chip and our
student Grit Guides* gave Tucker a VIP tour that
included lots of treats and belly rubs.

*Grit Guides do not normally give treats and
belly rubs on campus tours. We are sorry to
disappoint.

® @GovWesMoore

MEET THE FAMILY

Nate Dissmeyer '07 never dreamt that he’d meet
his wife through UMBC’s Greek life and then one
day bring their kids to Homecoming together.
Joined by Emmett, left, and Ethan, right, Nate—a
member of the Alumni Association Board of
Directors—and Sena Dissmeyer ‘08 had a blast
on a rainy Saturday Homecoming.

@n8dissmeyer

Retriever women’s and men’s soccer teams set up shop at a recent Frederick Road Friday, a free
event put on by Music City, Maryland (aka Catonsville). Fresh from practice, the soccer teams
took the time to chat with local kids and hand out freebies. Their biggest fan, President Valerie
Sheares Ashby, surprised them with a visit!

@UMBCathletics

WHAT'S YOURVEW? Q@ @ @ © @

Share your Retriever perspective on social media using the hashtag #UMBC, and your image could be

included in a future issue of UMBC Magazine!
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THE NEWS

Your Story Belongs Here

Joining a new community can be tough
sometimes, cspccially post—pandcmic. And with
new Retrievers coming from every background
imaginablc, it’s important to make sure everyone
feels welcome when they gechere.

That's where “Your Story Belongs Here”
comes in. Now in its second year, this video
storytcl[ing collaboration between Initiatives
for Identity, Inclusion, and Belong (i3b) and
the Dcpartment of Theatre brings students
together to learn how to share—and celebrate—
their own stories ofbclonging.

“I think it’s precty common to enter college
and be worried that you’rc not going to find your
pcoplc. It’s very different from high school.” said
Adam Bayoumi, a public health major, who
spoke about the worries he faced about keeping
up with school after his facher passed away. I
pcrsonaﬂy thought the transition would kind of
knock me out...and it wasn't casy, and it wasn't
quick, buc I did find my pcople evcntuallyr”

The resulting ﬁlm, which was shown at
Welcome Week to incoming students,
showcases the experiences of 10 students
froma variety ofbackgrounds. Some cxplorc
idcntity or overcoming imposter syndromc.
Orhers spcak from the perspectives ofadult

learners recntcring collcge or international

students seeeling into a new culture. Some felt
comfortable in front of a camera while others
had to overcome that fear over time. Thankfully,
in this second iteration of the projcct, students
took advantagc of a four-week workshop-style
intcrnship to pcrfect their pcrformanccs with
help from their cohort and guidance from
faculty and staff co-creators.

“We got to have much, much more time
with students this year to devclop their
storylines and infuse some social justice
education around idcntityr..storytelling and
monologuing, all that good stufl,” said Ciara
Christian, acting associate director of i3b,
and a co-founder of the project. “We also had
areally cool opportunity to take students to
sce some live theatre performances...there was
astorytelling eventin Washington, D.C., that
we took the students to, to hclp inspire them,
and it was a beautiful process.”

Project co-founder Eve Muson, associate
professor of theatre, called the workshop
experiences ‘magical.” She also brought inalumna
Kiirstn Pagan 11 to filmand edit the work.

“Because we had more time, the stories were
more complex and students were really talking
honestly about the identity that they bring
with them when they come to UMBC—their

doubts, their fears, their trcpidations, all ofthat,”
said Muson. “And then there’s the moment
when they discover themselves at UMBC. So,
that’s the shape of every story.”

When Jaya Marshall, a transfer scudent
focusing on cinematic arts, first arrived at
UMBC, she, too, worried she wouldn't ficin,
that she might be the lone theatre personinasca
of STEM students—something she realizes now
was a misperception. But secing the inaugural
“Your Story Belongs Here” video at her own
Welcome Week in 2022 hclpcd changc her
mind—and also inspircd her to take partin the
project the following summer.

“When I saw that video I was like, oh, thank
you,” said Marshall, who quickly found several
clubs to join afterarrivingat UMBC. “Thank
God, [ am not the only one. | hopc pcoplc who
are arts and humanities will see that and be likc,
okay, I'm notalone.”

Public health major Mashaal Awan chose
to share her story of going to UMBC'’s STRIVE
leadership retrear, which she says had “a huge
impacton me in terms ofrcalizing my values”
and also helped her make friends she now
considers her “second family.” In her video,
Awan recalled the first evening of STRIVE,
walking outside with friends beneath a beauriful
night sky.

“I remember fecling asense of freedom [ had
been craving my whole life with these people I
instantly felesucha strong connection with,” she
recalled in the video.

Bayoumi hopes that the vulnerabilicy
students show through their storytc“ing hclps
incoming students feel more comfortable and
welcome at UMBC.

“Fast forward to the end of the school year,
and I'had done stuff thac I never thoughe Twould
have achieved in college.” he said. “So tome ar 17
years old, | would just like to say, Hang in there.
Life dealt you some hard cards, and it’s going to
be okay.”

— Jenny OGrady

Students from the Your Story Belongs Here project share a
moment during their internship. Photo courtesy of Eve Muson.
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Renique T. Kersh might not have been able to
spend her first few days physically on campus,
but the new vice prcsidcnt for Student Aftairs
wanted her students and colleagues to know
they were on her mind. So, in late August, as
she jugglcd dropping her sons oft at school and
navigating a move from Boston, Kersh sent
along photos asa travel diary on social media

so that the UMBC community could take this
journcy with her.

“To sayits been ablur is an understatement, bue
as | shared with my team, [am allin,” said Kersh,
previously the vice president for studentaffairs at
Simmons University in Boston, Massachusctts.

[t was a return home for Kersh, who began
her carcerat UMBC two decadesago asa
community director in Residential Life. Kersh
cherished that time and she reflected on the
experience saying, ‘I truly believe that thisisa
very special place.”

Of Kersh's appointment s vice president,
UMBC President Valerie Sheares Ashby
says, “She will bring to UMBC deep and
broad expertiscin student affairs and student
development as well as exceptional leadership
capacities and arichness of experience in highcr
cducarion that spans student engagement and
academic affairs.”

To connect even more closely with the
UMBC community, Kersh hosts “Coffee
Chats” every Wednesday where individuals can
sign up for a 30-minute one-on-one conversation

with the vice presidcnt.

“I'm here to do serious work. I'm here to do
important work, work that can never be done
inasilo but rcquires the energy, cxpertisc, and
insight ofevcryone in this room,” she said while
addressing the crowd at UMBC's 2023 Fall
Opening Meeting,

In mid-August, DavidP. Dauwalder joined
UMBC as the interim provost. Throughout
his career, he has served as provost at several
institutions, both public and private, including
Central Connecticut State University;
Woodbury University; University of New
Haven; California State University, Stanislaus;

and Central \Washington University.

“I've come here to hclp this institution continue

to move forward and to preparc for tl’lC long—term

leader thatyou're going to hire,” says Dauwalder.

Although he’s here temporarily, the wealch
of experience Dauwalder brings to the position
will benefit the community in rcgards to his
anticipated work with operational assessments,
enrollment planning, and more.

“All of thisTlook at as being in the context
of this university becoming a 21st century
model of an R1 and student-success-centered
univcrsity,” says Dauwalder.

In addition to new lcadership under Tanyka
M. Barber, vice president for institutional
cquity and chicf diversity officer, the recently-
created Division of Institutional Equity
now includes the renamed Office of Equity
and Civil Rights. Barber says, “This new

name uncquivocally reflects the univcrsity’s

commitment to ensuring civil rights protections
for everyone wichin our UMBC community.”

Barber plans to focus on inclusive excellence
and the use of restorative practices to help the
Division for Institutional Equity succeed.

“This work is pcrsonal for me. I wanted to
work for an institution that was gcnuincly
committed to divcrsity, equity, and inclusion

and bclonging,” says Barber.
— Kaz’[McC;gfrf}/

From left to right: Renique T. Kersh, David P. Danwalder, and
Tanyka M. Barber.

I'm here to do
important work, work
that can never be done
in a silo but requires
the energy, experise,
and z'ng/ﬂ‘ of everyone

in this room.”

— Renique Kersh
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THE NEWS

In Brief

Success Is Never Final

In September 2023, the UMBC Academic
Success Center (ASC) gained a Learning Center
of Excellence dcsignation from the International
College Learning Center Association (ICLCA).
There are only six other institutions in the world
withan active designation of excellence from the
ICLCA, shares Amanda Knapp, associate vice
provost and assistant dean for undergraduate
academic affairs.

“It’s remarkable what has been achieved since
establishing our one-stop-shop learning center
modelin 2019, says Knapp. “We can now say
with full evidence that our ASC is among the
bestin the world!”

[t was no small feat. ASC staff—in addition to
theirrole providing centralized supportservices
toall undergraduate students at UMBC—
completed a rigorous application and peer
review process.

The Learning Center of Excellence
designation came at the same time that ASC’s
Tutoring Program met the Collcgc Reading
and Lcarning Association’s rigorous standards
and successfully completed the Incernational
Tutor Training Program Certification peer
review process. S| PASS—ASCs peer-assisted
study scssions—gaincd programmatic
accreditation through the International Center
for Supplemental Instruction.

In spring 2024, the ASC will have a grand
opening of the newly renovated, expanded, and
highly visible firste-floor location in the Albin O.
Kuhn Library and Gallery.

Serious About Our Value

UMBC continues to show its strengths in
undergraduate rescarch, innovation, value,
teaching programs, and several other areas
highlighted inthe 2023 =24 U.S. News & World
Report Best Colleges undergraduate rankings. This
year, the university moved up in the national
ranl(ings in numerous categorics, showcasing
UMBC’s growth in several key areas.

For the second consecutive year, UMBC
has moved up several slots on the list of Best
National Universities (tied at #133). UMBC also
climbed 38 slots in the category of Best Value
Schools, coming in at #69 nationally.

The university remains a leaderin
undergraduate teaching programs, ranking
#12 nationally. UMBC also maintains its
longstanding position as one of the nation’s
most innovative universities, 1‘anl<ing #15 this
year. Since receiving a Research 1 Carnegie
designation in 2022, UMBC has advanced
nearly 20 slots in the undergraduate rescarch
and creative projects ranl{ings, now nationally
ranked at #27. Those research efforts culminated
in UMBC students receiving prestigious
Goldwater and Gates Cambridge scholarship

awards within the last ycar.

Food for Thought
Retriever Essentials, rcprcscntcd hy student
volunteers Nhi Nguyen 25, l)iochcmistry
and bioinformatics, and Ben Bhattarai 23,
biology and psychology, isa second—place finalist
in the 2023 Wilbur-Ellis Innovation Award.
Announced at the end of September, the
honorable mention awardfgivcn to only four
schools—rccognizcs the student teams with the
most innovative strategies for providing food for
agrowing world population.

Nguyen and Bhattarai’s proposal aimed
to address the water scarcity in agriculeure,
which affects the ahility tofeeda growing
world population sustainably. Their project
proposcd the use of halophytic (sale-tolerant)
algae to desalinate salewater in order to increase
freshwater availability to enhance agricultural
yields and to create highly nutritious food
products. Both hope to continue their research

into ways to climinate food insccurity.

The $5,000 award for second placc will
be used to help buy food for the Retriever
Esscntials pantry and help kick-start rescarch
on the algac, says Ariel Barbosa, program
coordinator and a master’s scudent in
community leadcrship.

Bhattarai shares, “Teisan Cxciting fecling
to know that our projectis bcing rccognizcd
for its potential in revolutionizing agriculeure
andin solving food insecurity. This experience
also mortivates us to continue our research in
innovative ways. Voluntecringwith Retriever
Essentials has beena great lcarning experience, to
see the impact offood insecurity on campus and
how motivated teamwork and collaboration can

make a difference in the community.”

Can’'t Rain on Our Parade
Well, actually, it did rain quite a bit on
Homecoming Saturday, but it didnt dampen the
community‘s Spirit. Alumni, students, families,
and friends came out to try their chops atthe
Retriever Dawg Chase 5K and Fun Runand
some stayed late into the night, partying at the
brand new Greek Life Alumni and Friends event.
The Alumniand Friends tent served asa
central gathering spot, serving up treats as
well as libations by alumni-owned business
Suspended Brewing Company. The carnival
attracted crowds for the unlimited rides and
many fun games. Folks gathered ar GRIT-X
to hear faculey and alumni experts share their
compelling creative rescarch.
And of course the Puppy Parade brought
everyone together. “This event has become
a highlight ofHomecoming Saturday,” says
Candace Martinez-Doane, the assistant
director of student engagement and organizer
of the paradc. “The participants are alums,
students hringing cheir family pets, and
community members who all look forward to
coming together and participating in a very
cute event.”

Across: At Homecoming 2023, Retrievers bonded with friends
and family at the carnival, the Puppy Parade, affinity groups
reunions, a Lego building challenge, and other engaging events
all weekend. All photos by Jill Fannon, M.F.A.11.
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AT PLAY

Experiment of Note

Before you let your imagination run wild,
we're going to go ahead and temper whatever
expectations you may have upon hearing the
phrase “biology band.” Nobody is banging on
acentrifuge in licu of drums. Test tubes aren't
lined up as a makeshift xylophone. The final
rock flourish is not a shattering of beakers. In
fact, when the band members of Fever Dream
get together, thcy leave biology in the lab and
concentrate on what matters—the music.

“We are incredibly lucky to be able to do
important research on the topics thatwe are
interested in while at the same time being able
to share our knowledge through teachingand
mentoring students,” sasteE Leips, profcssor
of biology. “But our dcpartment also cleﬁnitcly
embodies the motto of ‘work hard, play hard.”

“I've been involved with music my whole
life and was activcly looking for opportunitics
just like this, so it came ata pcrfect time,” said
Michelle Moyer, M.S."22,and a current
biology doctoral candidate. “I'm blown away by
how much the idea has developed into a true
passion project for all of us.”

The concept of a departmental band scarted
simply cnough. In his capacity as chair of the
biology department “Fun Committee,” Leips
asked around at his lab to sec if anyone played an
instrument and would be willing to play during

their end-of-ycar deparcmental party. Leips

joined the UMBC community in 2001 and
this annual event has become one of his favorite
traditions. The same year that Lcips came to
UMBC, he bought his first guitar.

Over the years, Leips has continued to gathcr
anew musical cohort every few semesters
with minimal practices and a one-time-only
pcrformancc. While the rcvolving door of
students each year allowed for new and exciting
instruments to add to their sound, retention and
growth was an issuc.

Last spring, Leips put out a call to sce who
would be interested in standing up a more
permanent band, and soon his guitar and
ukulele were joincd l)y vocals, percussion, kcys,
and more.

“I'know Dr. Leips has previously labeled me
aslead guitar, but T feel that might overpromise
on my skill set! Butit’s been alot of fun,” says
Ryan Bacon 23, biology doctoral candidate,
ot his involvement.

While the group may have come together as
ahodgepodge, their dedication was clear from
the outset. ‘Anthony said he was just learning
guitar, so | suggested thathe learn bass. He
borrowed the bass from our drummer and
started playing and actually got pretey good,
pretty fast,” said Leips.

In addition to jumpingin feet first to learn

how to actually play the instruments, the

members of Fever Dream have also putin the
time—upping their practice schedule to two
nights a week, three hours per session—to make
their ultimate goal of playing a show a reality.

The group works together to choose songs
thcy think will speal( to their skillset, with
classics like “Piano Man” (with the added
bonus of highlighting Rosenthal’s harmonica
skills) and hits from Tom Petty and The
Doors. But the students also become the
teachers, introducing Leips to music he’s never
heard of from bands like ale]. The band is
lool(ing forward to showcasing their sound
atafew Biology Department gathcrings this
semester and they're kicking around the idea of
potentially branching out to local venues.

And to answer your burning question—why
the name Fever Dream? It's both a bittersweet
tribute to a dedicated fanand an explanation of
their musical sclcctions, which are “all over the
placc.” When Leips firsc got his PA system, his
dog Chikuwould stand listening at the door. “If
[ made a mistake, she would look at me like she
knew,” muses Leips.

Afeer sharing a photo of Chiku visibly
drcaming in front of the PA system, Lcips’ pup
became the band’s unofhcial mascot. And when
she sadly died, the group decided to make it
permanent, inking her on their band shirts and
seetling into their official name.

Ultimatcly, the group is just glacl to have found
cach other and have an outlet for their passion.

“When Jeffinvited me to join a low-stakes,
fun-oriented band, it seemed like a great idea,”
said Steve Caruso 94, Ph.D. 02, who studies
phagc hiology. “T've learned that while I really
like playing the drums, I love playing with other
people. Making music with peopleis just a
wonderful kind of thing that people need to do
to understand.”

— /(ﬂi[M[Céﬂ@/

Band members (I-7): Biochemistry doctoral student Winny

Sun on keyboards and contributing vocals; Jeff Leips; Steve
Caruso 94, Ph.D. 02, on drums; Michelle Moyer, M.S. 22, on
vocals and percussion; and Ryan Bacon °23, on lead guitar. Not
pictured, Anthony Rosenthal 20 on bass and harmonica.



The Long Shot

Cleopatra Borel had no achletic aspirations
when she arrived in Baltimore from Trinidad
and Tobago in 1997. She enrolled at what was
then Coppin State Collcgc on the advice of
her high school math teacher, a Coppin alum.
Powerfully builtand an cager learner, Borel
quickly dcvclopcd in the tllrowing eventsand
broke Coppin’s shot put record carly in her
tenure there.

Afterthe Eaglcs’ coach left the program,
UMBC offered Borel an athletic scholarship
and she made the move to Hillcop Circle.

Borel 02, interdisciplinary studies, flourished
both academically and athletically at UMBC.
She carned All-America honors (top cight) in
the shot put both indoors and outdoors in the
2000 - 01 season. However, she would have only
one more crack at the NCA As, with one year of
indoor track and field cligibility remaining,

OnMarch 9,2002, Cleo, as she was known
at UMBC, took to the shot put circle ac the
University of Arkansas. On her next-to-last
throw, she uncorked a pcrsonal best of 1750
meters (57°5"), pucting her in first place. When
the last shot had landed, the black-and-gold
clad Retriever had outdistanced the field and
captured UMBC’s first Division [ national itle.

In her firstyear of eligibility (2006 - 07), che
UMBC Achletic Hall of Fame Committee
tabbed Borel for induction. However, some

events on her calendar kepe getting in the way

ofher returning to campus—namcly the 2004,
2008,2012,and 2016 Olympics. At 37 years old,
she produced her best finish, placing seventh
atthe 2016 Rio Games. Her final Olympic
moment occurred as she served as Trinidad and
Tobago’s llag bearerat the closing ceremonies.

Borel returned to the United States in
January 2022 to coach the throwers at the
University of Texas Rio Grande Vallcy. And,
in October 2023, she finally made the journcy
back to Hillcop Circle to be inducted into the
UMBC Athletics Hall of Fame.

We asked Borel to reflect on her

incrcdiblcjoumcy.

Q: You arrived at UMBC under unusual
circumstances and remain the 071/)/ Retriever
10 win an individual NCAA Championship.
R cjf[ ecting on your time here, what did it
mean ﬁ)r}y(m to be a Retriever and how did

your UMBC experience assist you in all of '
your endeavors?

Borel: [ walked away froma very good situation
at Coppin State College, not knowing how
things would evolve at UMBC. However, 1
have to say, taking a chance on UMBC is still
among the top three best decisions I have made
thus far. My UMBC studentathlete experience
prcparcd me for life asan Olympic athlctc,
Csscntially taking on the world.

Ibelieve was prepared to navigate life on
the profcssional track and field circuit because
of [UMBC Athletics Director] Dr. Charles
Brown’s sports management class and because

my event Coach Brian King and track and field

Head Coach David Bobb 97 taught me to work

hard, be confident, and play to my strengths.

UMBC’s academic accomplishmcnts, artistic

expressions, community outreach initiatives,

and of course athletic triumphs reflect the

unwavcring commitment we all share in mal(ing

our school a truly exceptional place. A special
place where ayoung person can take a chance
and, through hard work and dedication, rise to

the top of their field.
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Q: What did it mean for you to represent
Trinidad and To/mgﬂ in international
competitions, z'ﬂc/uding four Olympic Games?
Borel: Trinidad and Tobago is a small, developing
nation in the Caribbean with a population ofless
than 1.4 million individuals on two islands. Asa
result, [ el like one of a few sporting ambassadors
representing my country. I am proud to have been
responsible for the playing of my national anchem

atstadiums across the globe.

Q: What prompted you 1o develop the Cleopatra
Borel Foundation and what is its mission?
Borel: The mission of the Cleopatra Borel
Foundation is to facilitate the dcvclopmcnt of
youth through sport and education. We believe
this can be accomplished atthe grassroots levelin
Trinidad and Tobago by assisting with coaches’

education, gear, and cquipment distribution.

Q.' Aﬂ_)/lbiﬂg e/xe»)/rm would like to share with
the UMBC community?

Borel: It was indeed an honor to represent you
atthe NCAAsand onagloballevel. Iama
proud Retriever, excited to sce how UMBC will
continue to positivcly influence Maryland and

the world.
— Steve Levy 'S

Above: Borel during the 2001 - 02 track and field season.
(Photo courtesy of UMBC Athletics)

Below: Borel on campus for the 2023 UMBC Athletics Hall of
Fame. (Max Franz/UMBC)
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AT PLAY

The Man Behind the Camera

When LeBron James comes calling, you answer
the phone. Philip Knowlton 03, visual arts,
knows this betrer than most.

The NBA legend doesnt have the UMBC
alum in his contacts because Knowlron is great
at one-on-one (probably). Instead, Knowlton
has collaborated with James  media company
Uninterrupted on several documentaries as
adirector, editor, producer, and director of
photography. Uninterrupted was founded to
empower athletes to tell their stories in their
own words. This time, Knowlton was called
upon to directand co-executive produce
Redefined: ] R. Smith, a four-part Prime Video
documentary series released in April 2023
that follows J.R. Smith, a retired two-time
NBA champion, as he navigates a new
challenge—college.

“Thisis the story ofthim poseNBA as he
decides to goto collcge at North Carolina
A&T [State University] to pursue a degree
butalso to try out for the Aggies golf team,”
explains Knowlton.

“Tewas justa rcally inspiring project to be
apartof,” says Knowlcon, who made his firs
sports documentary about UMBC track and
field when he was a studentathlete on the team.

Having played (and won championships) wich
James on both the Cleveland Cavaliers and Los
Angeles Lakers, Smith became good friends
with James. So, when Smith made the decision
to pack his book bag, head to college, and try
out for the golf team, his team connected with
Uninterrupted about a possible film project.

“Of course they were,” says Knowlton, who
received the call from Unintcrruptcd soon after.
“Thcy asked me if 'd be interested in ﬂying to
Greensboro to film asizzle.” In the film world, a
sizzle is like a demo—a short trailer used to pitch
the story to networks.

Knowlton jumped at the opportunity to once
again work with Uninterrupted.

“I'think what thcy rcally like about me is that
I'm able to direct and shoot,” says Knowleon. “Ic
keeps the team smaller and more intimate. So,
you're able to be in places that a big crew may not
be able to getinto. Orathletes may not want a

whole big team following them around.”

Knowlton worked with the team at
Unintcrruptcd to put togcthcr atreatment and
map out the story they wanted to tell. Then, he
hopped ona planc to Greensboro and filmed
the sizzle.

“Next, we took meetings with everyone like
HBO Max, ESPN+, Amazon—all of them,”
cxplains Knowlton. “There was interest from
quitca few networks, but it ultimatcly landed on
Prime Video.”

By this point, Smith was just about two
or three weeks out from starting school. So,
Knowlton had to move quickly. “This production,
spcciﬁcally, was rcally dictated by Smith’s golf
scason and his school ycar,” says Knowlton.

The team made it in time to film the first couplc
days of school and practice. Then, thcy returned
every month or two for different milestones

throughout Smith’s first year, like his firse

tournamentand A& T’s homecoming celebration.

“lewas amazing to sec J.R., who could have
retired and moved to Miami to hang out by the
pool, want to go to college for the first time and
push himself” says Knowleon.

Of course, this story starts way before Smith
decided to trade basketballs for golf balls. This
story startsata still»burgconing university in
Baltimore County, Maryland.

“I'was lool(ing foraschool where I could
run cross country thatalso had a good video or
digital art program,” Cxplains Knowlton, who
now owns and opcrates Opposit, acreative
studio he founded in 2018 specializing in original
documentary film content. “A lot of schools have
one or the other but not both.” UMBC gave

Knowlton tl’lC opportunity to CXPlOfC iZ)Otl].

“Tewaskind ofa no—brainer,” admits
Knowlton, who received an athletic scholarship
to run on the cross country and track and field
teams while pursuing his B.A. inimaging and
digital arts. That program was pcrfcct in thart it
let me experimentin a lot of different art forms.”

Throughout college, Knowlton was still
trying to find his passion. He knew he loved
visual arts but was unsure where to focus his
energy. He enjoyed photography, graphic
design, and film. Iewasn'tuntil Vin Grabill’s
video art class thatit all started to click.

“Ttaught scudents that video could be seen
asakind of‘painting in time. Utilizing video
edits as brushstrokes, students created short
rliythmic works that brouglit impact to their
source material,” Cxplains Grabill, associate
professor emeritus in UMBC’s Department of
Visual Arts. “Phil’s exercises Cxcmpliﬁcd these
goals, evcntually leading to final projects where
narrative content was successtully builtaround
asolid rliytiimic structure. I'm very happy to see
Phil pushing his work forward 20 years later!”

“Today, when I do Q& Asabout my films, I like
to quote [basketball coach] Jim Valvano, who said,
‘Every single day, in every walk of life, ordinary
people do extraordinary things,” says Knowleon.
“When ['work on documentaries, alot of the
time [ am ﬁlming cvcryday pcoplc doing amazing
things. But J.R s story almost feels like the reverse.
He’s this cxtraordinary person doing somcthing
more ordinary—going to college. To have beena
partof ] R/sjourney and help share with the world

has been a great experience.”
— Bobby Lubaszewski ‘10

A lot oftbe time [ am ﬁ/mzﬁg everya’ﬂy peop/e

doz'ng amazing z‘bz’ngs. But J.R.s story almost

fée/S like the reverse. He's this exz‘mordz'nﬂ@/

person a’mﬁg Somez‘bmg more omlz'mry— goz’ng

fo co//ege. )

— Philip Knowlton’03
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DISCOVERY

Unraveling How Viruses Hijack Our Cells

Viruses must hijack their hosts cellular
machinery to make more viruses, so

preventing this hijacking could lead to a host

of new treatments for viral diseases. However,
much is unknown about how the viruses
actuaiiy accomplish their takeover. Scientific
undcrstanding is cspcciaiiy muri(y for RNA
viruses. These viruses use RNA to store genetic
information (unlike animals, which use DNA)
and also to code directly for proteins.

With support from an National Science
Foundation CAREER Award, Deepak
Koirala, assistant profcssor of chcmistry and
biochemistry, has been working on figuring
out how enteroviruses, a large group of
RNA viruses, replicate their RNA genomes.
Enteroviruses include viruses that cause polio,
the common cold, and many more discases
that affect humans and other animals. Now
Koirala has reccived a five-year, $1.8 million
grant from the National Insticutes of Health to
solve another part of this puzzle: How do these
viruses commandeer proteins in the host cell to
producc viral protcins? The cell must build these
viral proteins before the virus can replicate.

When a cell makes its own proteins, the
cellularmRNA, a type of RNA that carries
the inscructions for building proteins, interacts

with the protcin—buiiding machincry viaa

special structure at one end call cd acap,”
Koirala cxpiams. Enteroviral mRNAs lack this
cap—and yet they are still perfectly capable of
forcing the cell to do their bidding. Koirala is
trying to figure out how.

Koirala has been stuciying unique structures
at the ends of viral RN A for their role in
rcpiication, but thcy may be doing double duty
by initiating protein production aswell, he
believes. Koirala and his team, which includes
undergraduate and graduate students, will use
atechnique called X-ray crystallography to
deduce the precise molecular makeup of these
special RNA structures.

At the same time, they will run experiments
to learn how the structures interact with
the cellular machinery. These two lines of
investigation complement one another. “If
we have the structure, that would allow us to
pinpoint the critical nucleotide or amino acid
thatis important for the interaction,” Koirala
says. “And then we can mutate that one, to sce
how that changes the interaction.”

By using a range of techniques, the team
secks to determine what the structures look
like and how thcy work in the cell. “It could be
anew bioiogicai mechanism we've never seen

before,” Koirala says.

The team already has some carly daca
supporting their goais, Koirala says. A related
pubiication is under review ata top-tier
academic journai. Several lab members
arc authors on the paper—including three
undergraduates. “We are really excited about
that,” Koirala says.

In the course of the team’s work, “We
are dcvcioping tools that facilitate our
undcrstanding of these RNA structures,”
Koirala says. “The tools we develop may be
uscful not only for the particular system we are
working on, but they could be uscful in general
for many other RNA structures in other fields
of research.”

In addition, RNA structures found in
one species of enterovirus are very similar to
those found in other enteroviruses that cause
different diseases—even some thatinfect
very different kinds of organisms, Koirala
discovered. That opens the door to dcvcioping
antiviral treatments that are able to target
many different viruses.

With the RNA structures in hand, the next
step might be to use artificial intciiigcncc to
screen for other molecules that bind to the
structures, preventing the viruses from taking
over the cell and causing illness. Scientists
could then take steps to develop new drugs
using these molecules.

“Once we understand the structure, and we
have a better understanding of the mechanism,
we can better design drugs.” Koirala says. “But
right now we are at the fundamental level of

how these things even work”
— Sarab L. Hansen, M.S. 1S

Above: Deepak Koirala has been working on one aspect of

how RNA viruses take over their host cells. A new grant will
allow his research group to expand their work and answer more
questions about how these viruses work. Left to right: Deepak
Koirala and undergraduate student Megan Nguyen.
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Finding One’s Face and Building Financially Resilient Spaces

Sonya Squires-Caesar, a doctoral candidate

in UMBC’s language, literacy, and culture
program, hasbeen interviewing communities
who use susus to save money for big-ticl{et

icems like homes, l:arms, or everyday needs like
transportation and bills. Susu, aword thought
to come linguistically from West African
languages, is an informal structure of communal
savings where individuals agree to give an cqual
amount ofmoney to one pool. Members then
decide the frequency of when someone receives
the entire amount.

“I remember my mother planning her
spending around when she would get her
payment,” says Squires»Caesar, whose family
is from Barbados. Squires-Cacsar explains
that susus—or rotating savings and credic
associations (ROSCAs)—can be a way
for people to access larger sums ofmoney
without the barriers formal banks and finance
systems pose to people without high levels of
disposablc income.

“While there is a significanc body of ROSCA
research, it tends to focus on groups living in

poverty or with minimal or no access to formal

financial instruments,” says Squires-Caesar. ‘My
study differs by focusing on middle-class and
upper«middle—class immigrants who optto use
thisinformal, unregnlated financial tool in the
U.S. alongside mainstream financial services
such as banks, credit cards, investments, etc.”

Squires-Caesar, the Dresher Center for
the Humanities graduate student research
fellow for fall 2023, is interested in studying
the evolution of susus from the transatlantic
slave trade to today. She explains that for
centuries people have pooled their resources for
individual and communal needs.

Susus are a culrural practice rooted in
African indigenous knowledge, aterm for
how various African cultures orally passed
arange of information, customs, and belicfs
from generation to generation. “Tn African
indigcnous knowlcdge, theact oflcarning
is thought tobea fully cngagcd journey to
‘find onc’s face,” says Sqnires-Caesar, “which is
considered the path to discovering your roots,
revealing your spirit, and determining the ‘fire
in your belly or core elements that matter most
to you.”

Squires-Caesar “found her face” when she
aligned her research path with her authentic
identity. “Western research methods couldn'
guide mine. I fele [ was trying to fita square
pegintoacircle,” explains Squires-Cacsar. I
found my face when I realized the methodology
that my project needed had to model the
community [was lool{ing to understand.”

Squires-Caesar’s approach to nnderstanding
financial literacy is less about the stock market
and creditand more about what is intangible.
She calls it the iceberg effect.

“On top of the iceberg are tangible chings
like bank accounts and credit cards,” cxplains

Squires-Caesar. “You can see, touch, feel, and

“In A ﬁzmn z'ndz’gmom knowled ge, the act

Of/mmz'ﬂg A t/ooug/ﬂ 10 be a fu//)/ eﬂgﬂgm’

Journey to ﬁna’ 0ne’s fﬂce.

— Sonya Squires-Caesar

measure them, but beneath the iceberg are the
processes that may not have ofhcial rules and
rcgulations and where the gcncral public may
not know they are happening, like susus.”

During the four years she managed a
community college financial literacy program,
Squires-Caesar met many students surviving
from month to month. Through cthnographic
rescarch, she found students were using
non-traditional ways to make ends meet, like
getting cash advances from bingo halls to pay
for bills and groceries. The data also showed
that some students were overwhelmed by the
idea of saving,

To shift thac thinking, she created a micro-
savings project for her students to take them
through the process of saving—a few cents here,
afew dollars there, which grows over time.

These stories about the complexities of
susu communities have inspired Squires—
Cacsar, as part of her Dresher Fellowship, to
decorate physical masks as three-dimensional
representations of financial idcntity, of
“ﬁnding face”

“Were happy to support Sonya in her work
to shift thinking about financial literacy and
to explore ways to help students find their
own financial identity.” says Jessica Berman,
professor of English and director of UMBC's
Dresher Center for the Humanities. “Her mask
projectisa great exarnple othow the artsand
humanities can come together to raise questions
common to us all and address issues like
financial litcracy that seem abstract but rouch
our daily lives.”

Squires-Caesar sces the legacy of African
indigenous l(nowledge flourish as the children
of families that belonged to susus growing up
now have established carcers carning social,
cultural, and financial capital.

“Thavea teenage niece that was fascinated hy
my research. We are creating a susu with our
families and she is the co-leader,” says Squires-
Caesar. She has the chance to find her face by
leading and teaching her family. “Instead of
telling young people about it or secing their
parents manage susus, thcy will live it.”

— Catalina S oﬁﬂ Dﬂml?ﬁrgfr Duque
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DISCOVERY

Clearing Up the Impact of the Region’s Smoky Skies

Starting this May, a series of wildfires in Eastern
Canada sent ecnormous smoke clouds wafting
into the U.S., triggering air quality warnings

in cities from the Midwest to the Northeast.
For days, orange skics backdropped landscapes
clouded l)y acrid air. Pcoplc who could hunkered
inside with the doors and windows shut. Those
who had to goout faced itcliy eyes, burning
throats, and worse.

Asaresident of the Baltimore arca—which
was blanketed with particularly bad smoke in
both carly and late June—UMBC Professor
Chris Hennigan looked at the haze with
dismay. Butas an environmental engincer
who studies air pollution, he had an additional
thought: “We were looking atthe air quality
forecasts, and we thought "We have to gather
daca,” he says.

The public found many colorful words to
describe the summer’s unwanted smoke: brutal,
cerie, dystopian.

Hennigan and his team have been working
to put numbers to the adjcctivcs. On the roof
of the cnginccring building, the researchers
installed a squat, white sensor that monitors
the levels oftiny particles in the air, particularly
those measuring 2.5 micrometers in diameter
or less—smaller than most bacteria. Called
PM“, these particlcs are released in largc
numbers during fires. They are dangerous to
human health because they can work their way
into the deepest parts of the lungs and even
enter the bloodstream.

The sensor showed huge spikes in PM, |
when the smoke blew through, on some days
reaching levels considered unhealthy for anyone
to breathe.

The rescarchers also set up equipment to
filter particles out of the air. Afrer 24 hours,
tlicy collected the filters, which thcy are storing,
ncatly labeled, ina rcfrigcrator in chnigan’s lab.

The filtered samples will advance ac least
two ongoing investigations, chnigan says. In
onc avenue of inquiry, Joel Tyson, Ph.D. 23,
biochemical engineering, is studying how tiny
particlcs can harm human lung cells. Before this
years smoky summer, Tyson had been studying

tl]C toxic CH:CCtS ofparticulatc matter normally

found in the Baltimore air. With the new smoke
samples, he will start to investigate whether
wildfire smoke particles, per unit, are more toxic
than regular urban particulate mateer, which
comes from sources such as cars and power
plants. Some studies have indicated that wildfire
particulatc matcer is indeed more toXic, but
more rescarch is needed before any definitive
conclusions can be reached.

Inanother line of rescarch, Hennigan is also
studying how particlcs in the air, including from
smoke, may affect the climate. Undergraduate
chemical engineering students Danielle
Larios 25 and Luis Rodriguez 25 are assisting
in the investigations.

_l-l”lC rcscarchcrs study l’lOW particlcs Ol:bI'OWH-

colored carbon-containing material absorb light.

Burning vegetation sends largc amounts of this
brown carbon into the atmosphcrc. It’s possiblc
that the particlcs are trapping signiﬁcant heat
from the sun, accelerating the pace of planctary
warming, Such effects are not normally
included in global climate models, and better
undcrstanding of the process could improve
humanity’s ability to prcdict, and manage, the
coming years of climate upl‘icaval.

Climate change and wildfires arc intimately
linked. This summer was not only smoky, but
also scorching.]uly marked the hottest month
ever recorded, and scientists prcdict thatas
the world continues to warm, wildfires will
continue to increase in quantity and intensity.

“Smokeageddon,” as headlines put it, may

become the new normal.

chnigan says recent research illuminates
how much wildfire smoke has contributed to air
pollution trends. He points to a paper published
in September in the scientific journal Nasure
that estimated that since 2016, wildfire smoke
in the contiguous United States has undone
around 25% of the progress in air quality made
between 2000 and 2016.

For the researchers in chnigan’s lab, those
effects have been fele personally.

Rodriguez recalled how in June he had to
go out to buya fresh pack of N95 masks. “The
smoke was justawful,” he says. Larios says she
felca burning at the back of her throatin just 15
minutes walking to her car.

For Tyson, the effects of the smoke were so
bad thatat one point he struggled to breathe
and had to visit the doctor. The episode, he says,
drove home the importance ofhis toxicology
research.

Allthree note both the complexity of the
systems they are studying and the importance
ofdiscovcring new knowlcdgc that might hclp
society handle the environmental challenges it
faces.

“Our work can have real-world impact, and
that’s cxciting,” says Larios.

— Catherine Meyers

Below: From left to right: Luis Rodriguez "25, Danielle Larios
25, and Chris Hennigan discuss their research in the lab. .
Across: Baltimore’s Inner Harbor shrouded with smoke this
past summer.
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IMPACT

Asastudent Anna Gifty Opoku-Agyeman

took notice of something missing in the ficld of
cconomics—people who looked like her.

Since then, this Forbes 30 under 30 star
in Boston has worked to shed light onthe
harrowing diversiy issues in cconomics
while carvingoutaspace for economists of
color, specifically Black women, to thrive. But
she’s not carrying on this work in a vacuum.
Inspired by and connected with other aspiring
economists at UMBC through Sloan UMBC,
Opoku«Agyeman ’19, mathematics, and
others leveraged the resources in that scholars
program to uplift underrepresented voices in
cconomics—including their own.

In 2017, UMBC received a $1.3 million
grant from the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation in
an effortto diversify the field of economics by
creating interventions from the undergraduate
level through the post-baccalaurcate (postbac)
level. The program was originally intended
to conclude in five years but has since been
extended to support UMBC students in post-
bac programs through 2025.

Program scholar Yetunde Oshagbemi 23,
mathematics, benefited from the material
and financial resources from Sloan, but
also credits the personal connections she
deveioped. n2022, Oshagbemi participated
in an economics conference organized by The
Sadic Collective— a nonprofic co-founded by
Opoku-Agyeman that addresses che pipeline
and pathway problem for Black women in
economics and related fields—and the Federal

Reserve Bank ofChicago.

“There are many things [ wouldn have known
withouta program like Sloan,” says Oshagbemi,
nowa first—year rescarch assistant at the Federal
Reserve Bank of Chicago. “Trintroduced me to
other students who were on a similar path and
peopie like Annawho can possibly guide me
through my rescarch experience.”

“It’s important to do this work atan early
stage—it’s often a path that students haven'
thought about when they enter college,” says
David Mitch, principai investigator of the
Sloan program.

Mitch, department chairand professor of
economics, explains thatwhen it comes to
professions in his field, students often think
about careers in finance or the stock market.

The program educates students about the
academic side of economics careers and provides
participants with mentoring, scholarships, research
experiences, and financial supportin research
programs specializing indocroral preparation.

To date the program has placed six students in
post—baccalaureate programs—one more than

the original goal—with aturther 17 students
participating in various program activitics.

“There’s this route that involves graduate work
in cconomics through all sorts of social impact
areas such as health, the environment, education,
and upward mobiiity of minority groups,” Mitch
shares. Much of this work “deals with poiicy
issues that could benefit from somebody withan
underrepresented background.”

With support from the Sloan program to
cover travel, lodging, and conference fees,
Oshagbemi developed her rescarch skills with
internships at the University of Chicago, Brown
University, and Howard University.

Growing upin Lagos, N igeria, and then
emigrating to the U.S.in 2010, keeping in mind
the cconomic potential of her home councry
helped to influence Oshagbemi's goal of addressing
microeconomic issues of.gender inequality and
wealch disparities in sub-Saharan Africa.

Sloan UMBC, says Oshagbemi, “levels out
the playing field for us, teaches us how to apply
for opportunitics, and what to do to be prepared

»

to enter the field

Despite growing up with parents Working in
the field of economics, Sondheim Public Affairs
Scholar Brevin Franklin 22, economics and
mathemartics, wasn't familiar with academic
economics—teaching and researching—before
coming to UMBC.

“The program exposed me to people doing
cconomics rescarch in postbac programs and
those who were in Ph.D. programs,” says Franklin,
who is now a second-year economics scholar ac
Harvard University, supported by the Sloan grant.
“ltgave me asense of whether I would like doing
any of those things in the future.”

Myles Ellis 19, mathematics—who was also
apost-bac cconomics scholar at Harvard—says
the Sloan program encouraged him to take part
in opportunities not initiaiiy aware of.

He’s nowa third-year Ph.D. candidatc at
Brown University witha major concentration
in econometrics. Ellis’ research focuses on how
mistrust of institutions can shape the financial
decision-making of Black houscholds and how
that might contribute to the racial wealth gap.

“Seeing peopie in this space thatlook like me
is really important,” Ellis expiains. “Ie’s important
for this pipcline to be established because we
need more Black and brown faces to shed light
on what's going on [in the world] through
research, especiaiiy in this academic space.”

Oshagbemi, Franklin, and Ellis all referenced
the signiﬁcance of the mentorship they acquired
as Sloan program schoiars, pointing to guidance
from the program’s coordinator, Ivanna Abreu.

“We make sure students have what they
need.” says Abreu. “The program gives
students the opportunity to really consider the
economics field and to see themselves init, as
opposed to thinking aboutall of the stercotypes
of economics. That's the biggest thing we teach
our students.”

— Adriana Fraser

Myles Ellis and Anna Gifty Opoku-Agyeman pose at the 2019
UMBC Commencement ceremony. Photo courtesy of Ellis.



Retrievers Behind
the S_cenes

Meet Ting Huang
'21, psychology,

| program coordinator
for the McNair
Scholars Program in
the Office

of Academic
Opportunity Programs. Huang, who was
previously a McNair Scholar, is now in a
position where she gets to support the UMBC
community the same way it supported her.

Q: What's one essential thing you'd want
another Retriever to know about you?

A: I'm a UMBC McNair alum and my
undergraduate field of study was psychology.
I'm currently the interim program coordinator
for UMBC McNair, and it has been a very
meaningful, full-circle moment for me to
come back and serve students in the same
boat as myself just two years ago.

Q: What's the one thing you'd want
someone to know about the support you
find at UMBC?

A: Don't hesitate to reach out. It can be
daunting to try to find community, particularly
on a campus where you may not know which
communities are safe or supportive of you.
But UMBC has many wonderful scholarly
programs and clubs that celebrate different
parts of each person’s identities. Community
is just a step away from you.

Q: Tell us about someone in the community
who has inspired you or supported you, and
how they did it.

A: So many people in the UMBC community
have inspired and supported me, but
especially my mentors at UMBC-Shady
Grove and my McNair family. Each person
I've encountered has dedicated their time to
academic excellence and uplifting the voices
of those who are traditionally unheard. Their
advocacy and passion inspires me to pursue
intersectional research and do my best to
support my scholars.

Q: What part of your job do you enjoy the
most and why?

A: Talking to scholars! It's truly inspiring to
listen to my scholars’ aspirations as they will
be the future leaders of the world.
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Making Impact Through Relationships

On the stage of the 35th annual Alumni

Awards, awardees and their nominators
repeated a shared theme: The freedom and
flexibilicy to grow at UMBC—not alone—burt
in community.

Presented by the Alumni Association Board
of Directors, the event recognizes inspiring
alumniin a range of fields, as well as arising star
and an outstanding faculty and staff member.
Rehana Shafi, recipicnt of the inaugural staff
award, emphasized that she was only able to
do so much “with so many.” Shafi, the retired
director of the Sherman Teacher Scholars
Program, said: “This work, this way, isntan
individual cndc;wor..i.lmpact iiappcns inside
ofrciationsnips.”

Several of the alumni recipients have come
back to work at UMBC. Recipient of the
Outstanding Engincering and Information
Technology alumna award, Annica Wayman
'99, mechanical engineering, called it her “full
circle” moment. Wayman, now associate dean
for Shady Grove Affairsin the Coiiegc of
Natural and Mathematical Sciences, said, “Now
that 'm on the ‘inside’as a faculey member,
it’s the same as I observed as a studentand
alumna—UMBC’s commitment to inclusive
excellence, innovative tcaching, and supportive
community is authentic and I have the chance
to see it every day working with UMBC faculey
and staff”

Josh Michael 10, political science, Ph.D. 22,
public policy, found his why at UMBC. ]
knew I'was pianted in the right piacc," he said,

“a piace where [ would evolve and grow.... Itis
here at UMBC where I developed a voice and
confidence to lead in public education.” Michacl,

the awardee for Outstanding Alumnus in Social

and Behavioral Sciences, is dedicated to public
service and community engagement.

A former Baltimore City math teacherand
now executive director of the Sherman Famiiy
Foundation, Michacl took the opportunity
on the stage to remind the audience, “Forasa
community, it is how we treat other pcopic’s
children that demonstrates our collective belief
in our future.”

Another teacher was honored for his long
commitment to Mai‘yiand’s chiidren,_]ames
Dorsey 05, music technology and vocal
performance, is in his 19th year as an clementary
music teacher. He shared that, “All of our
creativity is rooted in big ideas. Ideas that relate
to our shared human experience and how we
interactin our world.”

Dorsey, who reccived the award for
Ourstanding Alumnus in the Visual and
Performing Arts, said, “I'm blessed to get to help
students express their messages and respond to
their cultures through creating It sets a precedent
that the arts are a natural way to respond to the
issues of our community, scif—cxprcssion, coping
with changc, and social justicc.»

Other 2023 Outstanding Alumni awardees
include: Humanities—Aaron Ralby 05,
Engiish and modern ianguages and linguistics;
and, Natural and Mathematical Sciences—
Kay Bidle 91, biological sciences. The Rising
Star award was given to Asif Majid '13,
intcrdisciplinary studies, and the Outstanding
Facuity award was prcsented to E.F. Charles
LaBerge, Ph.D. 03, professor of the practice
in computer science and electrical engineering

at UMBC.
— Randianne Leyshon 09

Read move about the honorees at
alumni.umbc.edu/alumniawards.
From left to right: Kay Bidle, Joshua Michael, James Dorsey,

E.F. Charles LaBerge, Asif Majid, Valerie Sheares Ashby,
Rehana Shafi, Annica Wayman.
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IMPACT

The Right Award for the Right Researcher

Inioluwa Oluseyi has wanted to be a
neurosurgeon for as long as she can remember.
She didntanticipate how much fly husbandry
would piay arolein her reaching her goai. Inafall
2022 genetics class with Fernando Vonhoff,
“he talked about how his lab works on flies to
answer questions related to neurological issucs,
so that justimmediately clicked for me,” says
Oluseyi, a biological sciences junior.

She talked to Vonhoff, an assistant professor
of bioiogicai sciences, after class about
opportunitics. He gave her atour of the lab the
foiiowing week, and she started working with his
rescarch group soon thereafter. In the fall and
spring, Oluscyi gained skills in fly husbandry,
dissection, and common testing protocols.

Vonhoffwas impressedwith her progress, and
itwas clear that by summer Oluseyi would be ready
to take on her own project. Vonhoft suggested
she apply for rescarch scholarships, including the
new Thomas F. Roth Research Award.

Thomas Roth joined the UMBC faculty in
1972 and heiped get the ﬂedgiing universicy oft
the ground. He was instrumental in forging the
culeure of collegiality in the biological sciences
department that continues today. Roth passed
away in 2021, and his sons Kurt and Peter Roth
established the research award in his memory.

Oiuseyi is an international student from
Nigeria, and she was happy to learn that she was
eligible for the Roth award. Many schoiarships
are limited to U.S. citizens or permanent
residents. “Twas so excited,” she recalls. “Finally, |
had this opportunity to apply to.”

Oiuscyi is the firse recipient of the Thomas
F.Roth Research Award. She also successtully
applied fora UMBC Undergraduate Research
Award (URA) for the 2023 - 2024 academic
year based on her work in Vonhoft's lab. Her
URA proposal builds on her Roth-funded
summer rescarch and outlines experiments to
study the behavioral responses offlies to pain,
inciuding whether experiencing pain changes
their preference for ethanol-laced water versus
apple juice orificaffects their mobility or

feeding and mating patterns.

This summer, she bred the flies needed for
her fall experiments. She also supported testing
on flics with altered genes, for a project led by
Ph.D. student Claudia Gualtieri, to learn how
those genesare involved in various behaviors.
“Ini has aiways been Wiiiing to go the extra miie,”
Gualtieri says. “She was eager to learn despite
challenges, and she did all of this while bringing
a contagious smile into the lab,” Gualtieri says.

Oiuseyi’s summer experiences funded by the
Roth award “made me push my thinking,’) she
says, and may lead to changes in the project she
proposed for her URA.

“I think I want to broaden my horizons,”
Oluscyi says. ‘My rescarch proposal was very
much behavioral, but now [ want to refine it and
go decper into the gene level”

Spending so much time in the lab over the
summer also afforded opportunities to enrich
her reiationships with labmates and think deepiy
about her future. “I branched out and talked to
alot of new people and learned what they were
studying,» Oiuseyi says. “That heiped me to
improve my scientific thinking.”

Her connection with Vonhoffalso shifted.
“Now we've talked more and connected ina
different way,” Oluseyi says. “Before I saw him as
my sUpCrvisor, but now [ see him as a mentor—
someone [ can come to if I need anything.”

Those conversations covered the immediate
work in the lab as well as Oiuseyi‘s ionger—term
goais. Originaiiy, she was pianning on medical
school. Now that she knows she enjoys rescarch
and has discussed her options with Vonhoft,
Gualtieri, and others in the lab, the M.D./
Ph.D. path toward lifeasa physician-scientist is
appeaiing.

“Inioluwa isa iiving exampie ot how access to
research opportunities can be a transformative
experience for growingyoung minds,” Vonhoft
says. “From the beginning, it was obvious that
Iniwas driven by her intellectual curiosity and
passion to make meaningfui contributions to

our society.”

Oluscyi’s rescarch has not progressed as
quickly as she hoped, mostly due to unexpected
fiooding in UMBC’s bioiogy buiiding last
winter, but even the challenges became a
learning experience. “My biggest takcaway
from this summer is that rescarch doesn't always
goas youwantit to go,” she says. “But even ifit
changed, I liked what I did. I got to explore other
things and learn more about flies in generai.“

And the experience has paved the way for
future work—which will certainiy be full of both
challenges and successes. “The Roth family’s
generosity has made it possible for me to pursue

my drcams,’) OiU.SCyi says,

— Sarab L. Hansen, M.S. 1S

When Inioluwa O/me)/z’, r{ght, started wor/eing in
Fernando Vonhojf 5 lﬂ‘a/og)/ lab, he mggeslerl she /,zpp/)/
for research Jc/]o/ﬂrs/)z]);, im/uding the new Roth
Award, which she ended up receiving. Below, Vonhoﬁr
guidey O/use]i l/yroug/a a ﬁuit ﬂ)/ experiment.







What gets you up and out the door each morning? And what 3
makes a job more than a job—or even more than a career? For ~ * ﬁ
so many who make UMBC their professional home, the value "
goes way beyond a paycheck.

Case in point: Employees for the 14th consecutive year rated
UMBC as one of ModernThink’s Great Colleges to Work For
in all 10 categories, including shared governance, mission and ﬂ
pride, job satisfaction and support, and diversity, equity, ‘Eﬂ

and inclusion.

What does that look like in the day-to-day? We talked " ; “
to some Retrievers about what they love about their work

at UMBC.

by Susan Thornton Hobby






24 | UMBC MAGAZINE - FALL 2023

Valuing Our
Whole Selves

UMBC is a place that
considers the whole person,
opening up space for both
professional growth and work-

life balance. From mentoring
O

Pi’ng’diﬂS to €lllbi‘tl€il’lg our

individual stories, when we
support each other in our
work and lives, we all come

out stronger.

OUR TIME

Dozens of Retrievers spent
time this fall planting 900
new trees around campus,
including those pictured here
(L-R): Gavin Gilliland, Abby
Hart 18, and Tim Olivella.

BUILDING BRIDGES ACROSS CAMPUS
“Onc of the things I loved was getting

They met so many times at Starbucks, they
knew each other's orders.

Damian Doyle (99, computer science,
M.S.’16, information systems): tea, Earl

Grey, hot. Charlotte Keniston (M.EA.

14, intermedia and digitai arts): coftee, iced.

Over their caffeine of choice, the
two UMBC staft, who work in wildly
divcrgcnt discipiincs, forgcd connections
through the Professional Staff Senate
mentorship program—a staple of campus
connectedness for the last decade.

Doyic, who works in information
technology and has been a staff member
at the university for almost 24 years, has
served as a mentor for more than five
years. Keniston, who started at the Shriver
Center five years ago, anticipated a year
of opportunity and transition and wanted
amentor to guide her toward balance
between a demanding career, family, and
ﬁnishing her Ph.D.in ianguagc, iitcracy,
and culture.

“lewas a perfect fit because Damian
saw the hig picture of the university
and Cxpiained the campus ovcrarching
structures that I had never understood and
was rcaiiy greatat advising me on critical
points I was at in my career,” Keniston said.

Asamentor to anumber of staff over the

years, Doyle finds the program rewarding,

to know different parts of the university. [
get exposed to these different areas of the
campus at a deeper level. It confirms for
me the kind of driven work that pcopic
are doing.”

The mentorship program matches staft
through amentee-first pairing system
thatincludes a speed-dating session and
goal analysis for a year-long commitment.
Keniston said the mcntorship was crucial to
her pathact UMBC.

“Iwas at the point where I felclike |
couldntask questions, like, Who is this
person?” Keniston said with a iaugh. “But
being in this mentor/mentee relationship
gave me an opportunity to say, Help me
understand this.”

Doyle said that hearing Keniston’s
questions and seeing the campus
organization through new eyes hcipcd
him know what is working and what
needs improvementat UMBC. “Ies
very educational for me, having to think
through what s the right answer, what s
the honest answer.”

Afterayear of meeting about once
amonth, Doyle has a new mentee, and
Keniston has now become a mentor. But
thcy’ii be kccping in touch. Mayhc over tea

and COH:CC.
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TELLING HER AUTHENTIC STORY

Melessia Jasper’s journey to UMBC was
not straight. But something kept pointing
her toward UMBC. And toward herself.

“My path to UMBC started before |
knew about UMBC” Jasper said, explaining
that after high school in Alabama, she
arrived in Maryland only to find that the job
she had been promised was locked in a hiring
frecze. She started ac American Universicy,
where she worked with two former UMBC
staffers. Then she heard UMBC President
Emeritus Freeman Hrabowski ata faculey
retreat. ‘T didn't realize it at the time, but
God was laying the groundwork for where |
am today.”

When she moved to Baltimore
with her new husband, she applied to
UMBC and worked in several different
divisions, including Student Affairs and
Administration and Finance. In each ofhce,

Jasper said, she found acceptance and
growth. She now works in the Division of
Institutional Equity.

“lewas the first university [ worked for
where youre applauded for your quirkiness,”
Jasper said. “T was so empowered by the
resources UMBC oftered to me that I then
could empower others.”

Lastyear, she stood on stage to tell her
story ina Retriever Talk. For weeks, she and
acohort of other UMBC staft labored with
Jill Wardell 99, interdisciplinary studies,
and other strategic talent managementand
storytclling staff to shape their life tales, a
commitment of time and effort on the part
of both the storytellers and for UMBC.
_]aspcr said she felt like she was stripping
naked. She was reluctant but told herself,
“Sometimes, you have to be uncomfortable

in order to follow your purpose in life”
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Inaddition to revealing lifelong incrusive
thoughts of inadcquacif:s and imposter
syndrome, Jasper also shared—in front of
hundreds of people she didntknow—that
in 2000, doctors discovered she had a rare
condition called a Chiari malformation, in
which part of her brain had grown down
into her spine. Her doctor was amazed at
what she had achieved, buc Jasper knew she
was only getting started.

After her Retriever Talk, many students,
colleagues, and even strangers have since
contacted her to affirm how her story
helped them.

“This is somcthing that I have gone
through,” Jasper said. “If I can go through
itand possibly help you by telling you
my story, | want you to have that same
freedom...freedomin undcrstanding whol
am and accepting who [am.”

INNER PEACE

Many of our staff and faculty take
advantage of free exercise and wellness
classes in the RAC, some of which are
taught by Joella Lubaszewski '10.
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A Community
That Builds
Together

Through our unique
commitment to shared
governance and a deep
appreciation 0f community, we
collectively build UMBC into

what we know it should be.

SHARING THE
MOMENT

The annual cookout put on
by Professional Staff Senate
and Nonexempt Staff Senate
brings folks together from all
over campus.

FINDING A VOICE IN LEADERSHIP

to l’laVC thOUgl’ltS OU.tSidC thC status qllO.

There’s areason the Nonexempt Staft
Senate (NESS) carries the name of a
democratic body. Alongsidc other staff
and faculty shared governance groups and
student government bodies serving their
respective constituents, NESS exists to
ensure all UMBC nonexempt employees
have a voice, the way democracy is
supposed to work.

Desiree Stonesifer, scrving the second
year of her term as president of NESS,
and a business services spccialist in the
financial services dcpartmcnt, believes that
the shared governance organization builds
trust at the university. UMBC offers both
staff and faculty shared governance groups,
in which all parties work together on the
university’s leadership.

“I think it gives pcoplc the security of
knowing that they're welcome to speak
their mind without it being held against
them,” Stonesifer said. “Thcy’rc allowed

Andalot of times, those are the kind of
thoughts that maybe the administration
or other pcoplc in the university haven'
thought of. It gives everyone different
perspectives and it allows staff the ability
to grow more comfortable in their
community so that they can be who they
arc and say what they think.”

NESS helps its members handle issues
that are vital to Cmployccs: Are job
descriptions adequate? Are positions
cquitably valued? Is professional
developmentavailable?

Many of the nonexempt senate members
arenttinteracting with students as much as
other UMBC employees, Stonesifer said,
and many of them want to reach out. The
NESS, she said, can help members “find

Ways to get involved in the community.”



CREATING A GREEN SPACE OF SOLACE

Charles Hogan, UMBC’s landscape and
grounds manager, is comfortable wich
trees. He grew up climbing them, building
fortsin them, and “faiiing out of them,” he
said, laughing For decades, he has run and
biked tiirougii forests for mile upon mile
every week.

As he walks UMBC’s Academic Row in
his sturdy boots and cargo pants, Hogan
(above, right) admires the trees that have
survived years of building renovations, root
system compromise by tunnels carrying
utilities and water undcrground, and the
hundreds of students who tramp over their
soil and tie hammocks to their trunks.

Hogan, who has worked on UMBC’s
landscaping for 26 years, likes to construct
park-like pockets dotted throughout the

campus. Each of those miniature parks

is based around trees, whether that's the
pair of oaks in front of the Administration
Building that tower over the hydrangeas
below or the diminutive weeping redbud
that Hogan wanted to top witha tiny hat
and sunglasses because it looked so much
like Cousin Ict from the Addams Family.

‘I'matree person,” said Hogan, who is
a certified arborist. “Trees should be the
focal points. We're creating a lot of little
park environments.”

A campus green spaces, Hogan said,
make a difference when students and their
families are trying to decide where to
actend as well as provide succor to everyone
making their way through a busy semester.
That's Why the grounds staff piants 30,000
summer annuals and 10,000 fall pansies
every year. Each area on campus is assigned

-

=
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to a particular gardener, Hogan said, who
takes pridc in the bcauty of the piants
under their chargc.

Those gardens and the shade of the trees
surrounding the buiidings offer comfort
to the staff, faculty, and scudents who make
the campus their living rooms.

“I never went to coiicgc, but I know
students are under a lot of stress. They
should be able to sit outside, read, scudy,
write a paper,” Hogan said. “Any landscape,
whether its at your house or on campus,

should make you feel good, feel relaxed.”

CREATING CHANGE

Campus offices like the Center for
Democracy and Civic Life work
alongside students to engage the
community and make a difference.
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Living the
Mission

At the end of the day, UMBC'’s
values and mission are what
bring us all together. When we
work in service of our students
and our academic mission of
inclusive excellence, it’s hard
not to feel connected to the

work on another level.

ASTUDENT

CENTERED

COMMUNITY
At the beginning of each

school year, our new students
are officially welcomed with
the Convocation ceremony,
where they each receive a

special UMBC shield pin.

LIFTING STUDENTS TO THENEXT LEVEL

When he’s dccp into cxtoiiing the mission
and benefits of the McNair Scholars
Program he directs, Michael Hunt 06,
computer engineering, needs oniy a pulpit
to become the preacher he trained to be.

When Hunt sees a student achieve,
he fteels “that parent fcciing, that joy that
comes to you. Sometimes I'm more excited
than they are when they're telling me.
Sometimes its a sense of awe in knowing
their story, in knowing all that had to
happen to get to that space,” said Hun,
who has a mastersin thcoiogy. “Tteel like
were the mama bird, tcaching them all thcy
need before they fly away.”

The federally funded McNair program,
with a goai ofiboosting students from
underrepresented segments of society
into earning research-based doctoral
degrees, has expanded over the six years of
Hunc's directorship.

Every year, the McNair Scholars Program
funds 30 slots for students, who meet with
mentors, fulfill service obligations, attend
cross-culeural events, and reccive the help
they need to prepare for, apply to, and excel
in graduate school.

Hunt, who was a Meyerhoff and McNair
scholar, is carning his own interdiscipiinary
Ph.D. from UMBC. After he became
director of the McNair programin 2019, he

found himself frustrated when he had to
shut some students out of opportunities.

So he spearheaded, with the backing of the
then-current scholars, staft, and McNair
Advisory Council, the creation of the Friends
of McNair network, a group of students who
reap some of the mentoring, community, and
support benefits that McNair Scholars enjoy.

Huntis cxpioring ways for the universicy
to expand the supportitgives to students
not in formal scholar programs. He
Cnthusiasticaiiy advocates for the need
for holistic critical mentoring (HCM), a
network of powcr—dynamic-ﬂipped, student
centered, reciprocal rciationships. HCM
is the mentoring framework that uplifes
both mentor and mentee while dismantling
systems of oppression.

“Because of my heart and because of the
work that [ do, I dontwant to turn anyone
away when [ know there are resources
to support them. The institution has to
rise and say, “Thisisa part of the work of
inclusive excellence, and we're going to
fund this to make it happen. What I love
about my institution is that the more I talk
and have these conversations, the more |
do see pcopic bcginning to question and
challenge what we are doing. And'so I don't
feel quicted. In other spaces, I know that

fOii(S WOU.iCi havc i)CCI’l qUiCth.”



SHAPING SUCCESS IN ALL SIZES

At Commencement, Kyung-Eun Yoon
likes to sneak out of her academic division’s
seating section to hug students in other
majors, she confesses. Of course, she gets to
hug all the Korean majors when they rise to
receive their diplomas, but other students
have taken maybc five or six courses or
minored in Korean, and she wants to
embrace them, too, to recognize that
achievement.

Student success, Yoon says, doesnt come
inone shapc or size.

“For some students, yes, Cxccliing in
every class and getting double degrees
and ﬁnishing an honors program with
awonderful thesis, going to Korea’s top
university as a graduatc student, getting
a job—that’s awonderful, wonderful

success story,” Yoon said. “But for some

students, compicting the semester without
withdrawing from too many classes,
orwithout failing one or two courses,
complcting their dcgrec, ﬁnally, in five or
six years, that’s a wonderful success story for
them too.”

Yoon started at UMBC in 2009 as the
coordinator of the new Korean program
and has grown the program so that students
€an NOW major or minor in Korean within
the modern languagcs, linguistics, and
intercultural communication department.
Over her 14 years, Yoon's Korcan program
graduatcs have gone on to work at the
National Sccurity Agcncy, to pursuc
graduatc schools in various fields including
Korean studies and international relations, to

teach English in Korea, and more.
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Burt sometimes, she said, success looks
like one student whose achievement she
particularly treasures. The student had
dropped out, withdrawn from many
classes, but after six years and many advising
sessions with Yoon, last May, she graduated.

‘It was not just a mere graduation for her,
itwasa rcally, rcally hugc success for her,”
Yoon said, and that student’s achievement
made Yoon feel proud. “1 did this much.”
she says, holding up her ﬁngcr and thumb
aninch apart.

Yoon and her colleagues can help students
along the path ot hard work, but cvcntually,
she says, “you have to have your owncrship.
Well hcip you, but without your owncrship
of this time, success cannot be happcning.”

And when success happcns, Yoon is sure

to find that student to give thema hug,

MOMENTS OF JOY
There’s simply nothing like the feeling

of watching our students cross the
stage to get their diplomas.






These days, it's tempting to grow numb to the polarization of society and the breakdown in public discourse and to retreat

into our silos of solidarity. But a libeval arts education has the potential to offer an antidote to these seemingly inevitable
Jfates—through modeling and practicing empathy. At UMBC, students are invited to the table to share their stories and
listen to their peers. These acts of educational hospitality help Retrievers find their why and pursue the public good.

Its the first day of class. You're looking
around, bright-eyed and alictle nervous,
and then your instructor smiles at the class
and says, “One day you are all going to dic.”
Are you offended? Shocked? Titillated?
Horrified? Collcctivcly, the class titters.
Already social bonds are forming as
Christine Armstrong Mair, associate
profcssor of sociology who spccializcs in

gerontology, continues her spicl. “And if

we're all lucky, that won'tbe foralong time.”

As sociologists, says Mair, or more

broadly asleaders in an educational sctting,

“it's not our task to make somebody think
acertain way. Our task is to show them
what exists in society and hclp them feel

empathy for the human experience.”

Atits most pcdestrian roots,
empathy is putting yourselfin someone
else’s shoes. How can someone else’s
emotional experience inform your own
personal perspective?

In the best-case scenario, a college
campus is a microcosm ofits society:
acrosshatch of races, ages, and socio-
cconomic backgrounds. And UMBC
holds true to those measures. But
somcthing different happens when you step
into the Loop—you sit next to someone
who didnt go to your high school. You eat
at the same table with someone outside
of your cultural background. You take a
test side by side with someone who voted

diﬁcrcntly than you. And c¢ven more than

sharing space, you start sharing notes and
books and stories—even your own story—
with these strangers and then suddenly
they're no longer strangers.

When empathy is on the table, students
and colleagues expand their capacity for
hard work. You might change your thesis
to address human trafhicking or leave your
home island to work toward healchy aging
for all populations. So pull up a chair, step
into someone else’s shoes, and partakc in

this grand educational potluck.
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“WITH MY
BACRCROUND—WHAT
I'VE SEEN WITH
HUMAN TRAFFICKING
AND MIGRANT
SMUCGCLING—WHAT
CAN 1 DO AS A
PERSON WITH MY
KNOWLEDGE AND
RESPONSIBILITY?”

- SAYDEH RARABATIS, PH.D. CANDIDATE

AFTER EMPATHY CUMES ACTION

You're sitting at a beach-side cafe

in Greece with your husband. It's
2015 and Greece’s financial troubles
are in the news, but the waves of
migrants washing ashore are not

yet as publicized. As you enjoy your
coffee, you see a group of 40 to 50
people sitting seemingly aimless and
distraught nearby. Based on their
clothing, you make a guess that they are
Muslims and Arabic speakers. What
do you do?

If youre Saydeh Karabatis, originally
from Lebanon—and a survivor of the
17—ycar Lebanon civil war—and fluent in
Arabic, you let that immediate moment
of empathy guide you and approach
the group.

Karabatis and her husband George,
aprofessor of information systems at
UMBC and from Greece, changed
the pians for their summerin the
Mediterrancan to volunteer as translators,
food finders, and listeners for the refugees,
primariiy ﬂecing the warin Syria and
arriving in Greece in dire straits. They did
soagainin 2017.

As Karabatis interacted with these
desperate groups and read more about their
piight, she realized familiar patterns were
emerging in their stories. Thcy were not just
migrants ﬂccing awar, thcy were trafficked
people, paying dearly for notsafe passage,
and many others headed toward labor
andalife thcy did not sign up for. Struck
by the limits of her actions—and even her
emotional capacity for f:mpathy—whcn
Karabatis returned home to Maryland, she
found her next step.

Karabatis, who has a master’s in
computer science from UMBC and
works for the university’s Deparement of
Information Systems, knew she would need

to ﬁii th time whcn hCI‘ WO sons iC& {:Ol‘

coiicgc. Karabatis asked herself, “With my
background—what I've seen with human
trafhcking and migrant smuggling—what
canldoasa person with my knowiedgc
and rcsponsibiiity?”

She contacted Vandana Janeja, then
chair of information systems, and Cxpiaincd
the project she wanted to compictc for
her Ph.D. During her master’s, Karabatis
had tried to conducta research projecton
human trafficking fora class withJancja
but couldn’t find a robust data set to use
for her project and ended up having to
leave the work incompictc. This time,
she pitched using the stories of trafhcked
pcopic. “Instead of dcaiing with numbers,
numbers as data, | am now dcaiing with
stories as data—the stories of people being
trafficked,” says Karabatis.

Its not been casy going. Many trafficked
people are not open about their stories,
for fear of retribution or simpiy because
ot how horrific the experience was.
Additionally, it’s hard for Karabatis to
take in their trauma. “T'm reading about all
these abuses,” says Karabatis. “I'm rcading
about sex traﬁicking, labor trafﬁci{ing,
organ traffici(ing, human smuggling. [
cant imaginc—how canahuman being do
somcthing like that to another human?”

Eventually though, with the end goal
of combating the network of smuggling
routes, Karabaris says, you need to reach
alevel where you can try to put your
emotions aside: “You need to detach
yourscif from these emotions if you want
to do something to help these people. If
your emotions are the only thing driving
you, you wouldn'tbe able to producc the
research. Use these emotions asa spark and
then put them on the side.”



CARING STARTS WITH LISTENING

You're a teenager riding the bus for
fun in Puerto Rico, killing time by
people watching. You're struck by the
number of older adults on the bus,
noticing their many bags stuffed with
x-rays and other apparent medical
paperwork. Unthinkingly, you just
assume they’re enjoying the ride like
yourself, but this older generation
seems eager to talk.

If youre Jaminette Nazario,

a curious if bored high schooler, you
strike up a conversation.

What she heard from her fellow travelers
shook her: “We dont have people to
hclp....’ My wife just died of cancer...” I
need to use this bus to get to my medical
appointments.” [t wasn't until she was
pursuing her bachelor’s dcgrcc in social
sciences that Nazario was hit by the
realization that those conversations might
have been the only time those older bus
riders had talked to someone that day. “So
I'started thinking about the many barriers

older adules have in order to achieve hcalthy

aging,” she says. “When older adules don'
have resources or people, they miss out on
social networks that are vital to hcalthy
aging.” This aha moment would propcl
Nazario to a master’s degree in public
health with a focus on gerontology, butin
order to study further, she'd have to leave
her island for the next academic step.

Now in her second year of UMBC's
Ph.D. program in gcrontology—a joint
program with the University of Maryland,
Baltimore—Nazario is beginning to
research aging Hispanic immigrants
and their increasing challenges accessing
medical care.

And unlike her fellow bus riders, she's
not doing this alone. “Even though it’s
really hard to be far from family, I feel like
I'm home here. And Tlove how Dr. Mair
teaches.” Like most classes, says Nazario,
there are readings and discussion, but Mair
brings a “specific dynamic” to the setting,
Each class starts with questions prepared by
the students, which is really empowering,
says Nazario. [t might end up that the class

all resonates with one qucstion and they
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stay on that topic, guiding the trajectory of
the discussion.

In summer 2022, Nazario joined Mair
and others from the gerontology program
ata conference in Japan. She presented
aposter on her rescarch and walked
away from her talk with a new level of
confidence. “There were professionals from
Japan and China and they're asking me
about something in the United States...
it was kind of cool. Pcoplc came up and
treated me with so much respect.”

Students in Mair's gerontology classes
are ﬁnding their drive to solve crises in
aging care not only because they might
have loved ones suffering, but because
aging (if were lucky) and death are unifying
clements. “Tt's somcthing that rcally apph’cs
toall of us,” says Mair, “to make sure that
we're taking care and setting up a good
system so that when we all arrive there, that
usand all of our people that we care about
arc okay.”
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INCLUSIVE CLASSROOMS
BY DESIGN
You walk to the front of the media and

communications class you're teaching.
Students are sitting in traditional
desks in rows, facing the whiteboard
where you’ll teach. They're silent,
spaced out or on their phones. They
seem to breathe a sigh of relief when
you walk in, grateful to know where
to put their attention. Later, in a
different section of that class, you meet
in a newly designed lecture hall filled
with round tables and no clear lectern
space. In this format, the students are
already grouped together and chatting.

Ifyoure Donald Snyder, principal
lecturer in media and communication
studies, you know there is science behind
What {:Orms gOOd ClaSS COhCSiOn and
participation. He learned it from the
experts in UMBC’s Faculty Development
Center (FDC).

In addition to iearning abourand playing
around with classroom set-up to facilitace
more natural conversations (and to rid

the icarning Cxpericncc froma “pcrccived

hierarchy”as FDC Director Linda Hodges

callsit), Snyder and others who use the
FDCare supportcd in using inclusive and
culturally responsive teaching,

While culeurally responsive pedagogy
isnta new concept—it centers and nurcures
students unique culeural strengths—
Hodges says that recent world events have
brought the tcaching styic more into focus.
Citing the death of George Floyd and
the nation’s response—especially young
people—and the COVID-19 pandemic
as two signiﬁcant ﬂashpoints, Hodgcs
says inclusive pedagogy and empathetic
practices have become more imperative
than ever. Room dcsign is justone tool
in the FDC toolbelt that can work to
democratize students experience. It can

erase the divide between the front row

handraiser and the back row hider, giving
cqual footing to all types of students and
their stories.

“Instructors are recognizing that
they need to try to connect with and
hear their students’voices,” says Hodges.
“This will create a sense of belonging, It's
become quite clear in the research that
onc of the key factors in whether students
succeed and persistin education is the
fcciing of bcionging.”

Snyder has made the most of the FDC's
offerings, including inviting Hodges team
to observe his tcaching and offer feedback.
He starts many ot his classes with some
tools for students to learn abour self-
rcguiation, basicaiiy how to use available
resources to make the most of education.
He introduces them to Bloom's Taxonomy,
which piaccs rote memorization at the
bottom of the pyramid and Cvaiuating
and creating a unique argument at top. ‘1
want the students to know, I'm not asking

to memorize anything,” says Snydcr, “but

we need to learn to be critical when we're
thinking about media and communication
texts and how these things operate.”

Giving students tools to succeed in
college—go to office hours, block out
time for studying, get cnough siccp—may
scem basic and far afield from teaching and
practicing empathy, but in the taxonomy
of educational success, says Snydcr, this
foundation leads to the heavy—iifting tools
at the top of the pyramid.

Snydcr hcips them harness existing
interests, in tech or media, and then run
with it, academically. He wants them to ask,
“How can I turn that switch? What is the
thing that I can grab onto? What do [ really
want to know about?”

Healso listens to them, and actempts
to model vuincrabiiity in the classroom.
“Yes, these are students and they need
to understand content, but they're also
humans who are struggling and were all
struggiing and there’s a human condition
aspect we cantignore as instructors.”



SWAPPING STORIES STRENCTHENS
NEIGHBORLY BONDS

You're driving your car on tour in
Texas when you're hit by a criminally
intoxicated drunk driver. You survive,
but a host of physical and psychological
repercussions are still taking their toll
10 years later. As a musician, you fuel
your art with your resiliency and work
through the healing process by creating
music. But when the pandemic bits,
and live, in-person music disappears,
you look for a pivot point—and the
community you're missing.

It you’rc Kristin Putchinski, a student in
UMBC’s M.EA. program for intermedia
and digital arts, you lean into the concept of
“platonic intimacy.”

Putchinski coined the term to sum
up her goal of “trying to strengthen
neighborly bonds. What I'm looking for
isan intimate experience between two
pcoplc. Andwhen pcoplc hear intimacy,
thcy tend to think that it’s about a romantic
or sexual component. Buthow do I frame
that intimacy—and how important
intimacy is—in terms of fricndship
and ncighborlincss?”

Through a graduatc assistantship jointly
funded by jointly funded by UMBC and
the University of Maryland, Baltimore’s
Community Engagement Center (CEC),
Putchinski was given the opportunity
to shadow CEC’s then-director Tyrone
Roperand learn about the center’s
mission, which includes strcngthening
neighborly bonds. Roper told Putchinski
they were looking for ways to engage the
18- to 24—ycar—old dcmographic. When
Putchinski was tasked with creatinganart
project for CEC the following semester,
she kcpt this age goal in mind.

Asastudentin UMBC's intermedia
program, Putchinski “explores the textures
between mediums,” she says. As a musical

artist Wl’lO pcrformcd undcr thC stagc name

ellen chcrry, “Thave 25 years of experience
asa pcrforming songwriter and storthHcr,
creating my own and interpreting other
pcoplc’s stories.” So she bcgan to imagine
astrange game of tclcphonc that would
give participants the opportunity to swap
stories, with the end result ofcrcating
instances of platonic intimacy.

This multifaceted project connected
post—high—school—agcd individuals with
older generations through curated,
facilitated sessions. The participant-pairs
met four different times and talked about a
song, a photograph, anda memory—
and at the last session, the ncighbors
“swapped” their stories. A recording of
the swap was sent to local artists who
intcrprcted the stories into their own
mediums—painting, poctry, and a video
soundscapc. Then, atan event open to the
public in the CEC, the storytellers took the
stage, rctclhng their ncighbor’s story. For
cxamplc, a Latinx collcge graduatc took to
the stage to reshare her strangcr—tumcd-
partncr’s tale ofbcing raised in foster care in
1970s Baltimore.

Putchinski was cager to find out “when
you talk to somcbody that’s 40 years
different from you.‘.did your perceptions
change about yoursclf, about them, and
what were those changcs and the answers?”

It makes sense she's asking these
questions based on her ongoing Cmpathy
toward the man who altered her life in
anaccident 10 years ago. ‘It was very
conﬂicting for me to be the victim of a
crime thatl rcally teel like was committed
not by a criminal but by a person who
abuses alcohol. At the base level, he's a
human being. How can we think about
his human potential after this experience

and mine?”
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“IMAGINE INTENSELY”
A BETTER WAY FORWARD

One of the greatestassertions of the liberal
arts comes from Percy Bysshe Shelley’s
essay ‘A Defence of Poctry.” The shortlived
husband of Frankenstein’s creator writes,
“A man, to be greatly good, must imagine
intcnscly and comprehcnsivcly; he must
put himselfin the placc ofanother and of
many others; the pains and pleasures of his
species must become his own.”

On college campuses, and ac UMBC
in particular, through thoughttul
classroom instruction and intentional
commitment to community, students
trade their stories—pains and pleasures
alike. Less of a transaction and more of a
gi&, these stories are invitations to grow in
understanding, change your opinion, or
shape your rescarch.

Burt Walking in someone else’s shoes
doesntmean you misplace your own shoes
along the way—in fact profcssors hopc it
hdps you find your footing at UMBC.
“That open-mindedness and appreciation
and empathy does not necessarily mean
that you lose other parts of yourself.” says
Anne Brodsky, profcssor and chair of the
psychology department. “Ie shouldntbe a
zero-sum game.”

You're walking down Academic
Row. You're a first-generation college
student with a lot of questions. You're
a returning student giving college
a second (or third) chance. You'’re a

Sfirst-year who misses the familiar halls
of high school. You see other Retrievers
walking in groups, heading into
classrooms, rubbing True Grit’s bronze
nose, making conversation with their
peers. What do you do?
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One oftllle most influentialsets of photographs in UMBC'’s

7
-8

Specia! ollections is an agghive of more than 5,&00 images
documenting the harsh conditions of child laboFers in
carly 20th-century America. Recently the teafiilin Special
Collections—which celebrates its 50th annivergary this
ycar—undcrtook a massive project to digitizc and rechouse

the photos in more protective sheaths to help safeguard

By Rabhne Alexande

the images and the hand-written details on them. The
preservation effort gave UMBC student workers hands-on

practice with handling the delicate photographs and allowed

[ Lens

staff to dive deep into these historical records in order
to comment on timcly issues around current child labor g

conditions in the U.S. Their work will allow future students, .

g

faculty, and visiting scholars to access this imiportant material ]

fOl‘ many ycars to come. "

1ISCOrica

Wheaton Glass Works in Millville, New Jersey, 1909.
Origiﬂﬂl /)hoto captions b)/ Lewis Hine ﬁom the backs

H

r;f the imay 1ges.
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Young bo] po/ishiﬂg marble at Vermont Marble
Co., in Center Rutland, Vermont, 1910.

he photographcr Lewis Hine secured

a piace in history asan investigative
documentarian by observing and sharing
the conditions for child laborers. From
1908 through 1930, Hine worked ciosciy
with the National Child Labor Committee
(NCLC), an organization devoted to
preventing the Cxpioitation of children
in the workplace. Hine crisscrossed the
U.S. creating portraits of a diverse array of

children working in fields and factories.

Hine’s body of work was revelatory
and immcnsciy impactfui in the efforts
to implement child labor laws in the U.S.,
and continues to be a relevant resource for
researchers Working in the intersections of
art, history, politics, and more.

For 50 years now, UMBC’s Albin
O.Kuhn Library and Gallery Special
Collections has been the caretaker of the
Lewis Hine Collection, comprising some
5,400 photographs taken by Hine during
his career. In 2022, the Spcciai Collections
team received a Preservation Assistance
Grant from the National Endowment for
the Humanities to support conservation of
this groundbreaking collection.

“Our st is particularly important
because it’s an almost compictc collection
of the photographs Hine made for
the NCLC. Itis very rare to have this
incredible collection as a whole hody,”
says Beth Saunders, head of Special
Collections. “It’s one of our most
important and most used collections, and

it was in immediate danger.”

Preserving the work 0fL ewis Hine
Fof many dCCadCS, thC photograpi’ls in thC

collection were protected in envelopes, held
in place with adhesive scrips. Wich age, the
adhesive has begun to deteriorate, putting
the collection at risk.

“Ifthe glue migrates and the photographs
are stuck, you have the risk of tearing,
discoloration, all the terrible things,”
Saunders says. “Theyre not mounted, so the
versos—the backs—are visible. All of the
originai inscriptions, notations by Hine or
other folks at NCLC, extended captions,
those are all intact.”

Part of the preservation effortsincluded
photographing the detail written on the
backs of the photographs, which have until
now never been oﬂficiaiiy digitizcd.

“It was an opportunity to record the

versos of the photographs. We needed to



build a new overhead camera sctup, and
we're very gratcful that Melissa Cormier
[M.EA."17] with UMBC’s Ofhice of
Rescarch Graphics helped us to get that
going,” says Saunders, who notes that while
the behind-the-scenes work of preservation
is unglamorous, the work requires a
dedicated multidisciplinary team across the
university community.

“My colleagues, Lindsey Loeper [[04]
and Susan Graham ['98] have just written
an essay about the teaching exercises
that theyve developed out of the Hine
collections,” Saunders says. “Lindsey runs
our instruction program, and Susan is the
mastermind of this project. She’s been the
one troub]cshooting, setting the standards,
and training, cvcrybody to do the work”

Meredith Power, a graduate student in
UMBCs historical studies program who has
been interning with the preservation project,
notes the power Hine’s images still possess.

“Some are heartbreaking, some are
thought—provoking, while others made me
stop shortand smile as I pulled them from
their storage folder to photograph them,”
Power says. “The collection sill manages
to evoke an emotional response. It's that
emotional connection, the shared sense of
experiencing somcthing.»

Power notes the interdisciplinary power
of the Hine collection and the need to
preserve it. “Asweve alllearned since
COVID-19s arrival, physical access to
research or archival material is sometimes
impossiblc. In those cases, digitizcd
resources and online informartion abourt

them are invaluable.”

Pbotogmpbj asa tfﬂCbiﬂg t00[

The Hine canon was among the inaugural
collections for UMBC, leading in turn

to aspecific focus on photography in
Special Collections, which now holds

an estimated three million photographs

stretching back to 1840, including the
Baltimore Sun archive.

In 1974, the Hine collection was acquired
by the then new Special Collections
program from the NCLC, facilitated by
former Library Director Antonio Raimo
and Jerry Stephany, a photographerin
the visual arts deparement who had once
worked at the George Eastman Museum in
Rochester, New York.

“Jerry really saw the importance of a

teaching collection of photography.” says
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Saunders. “The idea behind collecting

this particular body of work was to

show photography’s relationship to a
varicty of social issues and the way that
photography can be used as a tool of visual

communication across disciplines.”

Above: 7-year old Rosie. Regu[ar shucker. Her second year
atit. lliterate. Works all day. Shucks only a few pots a day.
Varn & Platt Canning Co. in B/uﬁion, South Carolina,
1911 - 1913.
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By Catalina S oﬁﬂ Dﬂméeiger Dugue

Handle With Care

Above: Trapper boy in Turkey Knob Mine,
MacDonald, West Virginia. Boy had 1o stoop
on account of low roaf, photo taken more than
amile inside the mine, 1908.

Across, top: Meredith Power, leﬁ, and Susan
Graham, right, handle the century-old
photographs.

Across, below: Laura Petty, a 6 year old
berry picker on Jenkins farm, Rock Creek
near Baltimore, Maryland. Picked two boxes
yesterday (2 cents a box), 1909.

A nine—year—oid stands at thC mouth

of a coal mine covered in coal dust,

wearing a small headlamp. A woman
holds her baby on her lap as she packs
boxes in a warchouse aiong with her 5-,
8- and 12-year-olds. These are just two

of thousands of evocative black-and-
white photographs handled by Speciai
Collections interns Meredith Power 21,
history, a public history graduate student,
and Gabe Morrison 23, anthropology.
Along with library scaff members, these
two worked diligently to ensure that the
images of the families and children who
lived through these harrowing work
conditions are accessible to the public for

research and iearning.

Fine motor skills

“Photos from the eariy 1900s were
developed on fine photographic paper that
is prone to crinkiing around the edges,
ripping, and fading,” Power says. Wearing
blue nitrile medical gloves, they rehouse
photos from their cellophane sleeves to
museum—gradc mylar sleeves, keeping them
from further discoloration, tears, wrinkles,
and sticking to the sleeves. “They're very

delicate,” Power says. “You need good
cye-hand coordination to pick up the
photos from the corners, remove them
from whatever packaging they are in, and
slide them into the myiar sleeve.”

This process is second nature for
Morrison, who has been working at Special
Collections for over a year. He has worked
with securing the Lewis Hine photos as
part of his public humanities minor, as
well as the Maryland Folklife Program
Collection, the Coslet-Sapienza Fantasy
and Science Fiction Fanzine Collection,
and the George Cruikshank illustrations
and papers.

“Thad to learn how to properly handle
photographs and manuscripts and how to
cataiog them according to the Library of
Congress classification system,” Morrison
says. For both Power and Morrison,
developing greater patience and manual
dexterity and embracing working through
hundreds of documents alone in a quiet
space surrounded by stacks of materials was
well worth the effort to broaden access to
these historic documents.



“The value of this projectis ensuring
pcoplc understand that this resource
exists,” says Power, “to help these photos
live bcyond a hcaviiy controlled and
restricted space on campus into a digitai
space where more people are able to access

the information.”

Digital accessibility

Protecting delicate, historic documents
includes digitizing them. The digitizing
process is another lesson in precision and
patience. Power bcgins the process by
taking a photo out of the mylar sleeve—
making sure to only touch the corners—
aiong with a small rcctanguiar white picce
of paper dcscribing the photo. Thcy gcntiy
place the photo underncath a camera,
dciicatciy straightcning the image before
the camera snaps the picture and sends it
to a computer where Power edits it using
Adobe Lightroom.

“It's an elaborate setup with iights at
4S-dcgrcc angics, and the camera pointcd
straight down at a small white stand where
| piacc the image,” Cxpiains Power, who
would work on digitizing for six to cight
hoursata time. “Once I take the image, 1
edit the size and angic of the photo. The
metadata is then added into an Excel
spreadsheet, which includes noting if there
Was a corner missing or if the photo had
adhesive stuck to it.”

Digitizing rare books, something
Morrison has spent months Wori(ing on,
requires using a spcciai book scanning

machine with raised sides, like hands

cradiing the book open, and small snakelike

bean bag weights to keep the pages flat
without using his ﬁngcrs. “I make sure I'm
not blocking any text or any important
image. Andthenl pressa button, ﬂip a
page, press a buton, flip a page for hours
on end until I finish digitizing that book,”
Morrison says, smiiing. “So, it's not the

most Cxciting work, but I find digitization

a4

spcciﬁcaiiy important becauseitsa process
that hcips preserve documents too fragilc
to be in public circulation. Digitally, you

can share it with a broader audience”

I/Vor»(force skills

Both Power and Morrison brought many
spcciai collections skills to their pubiic
humanities intcrnships. Archacoiogy camp
inspired Morrison to learn about how to
study and take care of important and fragiic
objects. He worked at the Montgomery
Parks Archeology Program throughout
high school, where he meta friend who
introduced him to UMBC’s Spcciai
Collections. “Tve always had an interest
in historic things, in the preservation of
artifacts,” Morrison says, who pians to
apply to a master's program in library and
muscum studies after graduation. “I think
Special Collections has helped me realize |
want to do archival work.”

Power found their footing working

full time in the conservation rooms at
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Baltimore's Walters Art Museum. ‘T

was the administrative assistant in the
Conservation Division and was around a
lot of conversations on handling art objects
and spcciai collections materials, but I did
not work with the materials dircctiy,” says
Power.“Working with the Hine Collection
was a great opportunity for hands-on
experience working with physicai items and
digitization.” These skills have also come

in handy for Power, whose master’s dcgrcc
focuses on l4th—ccntury rciigious women
hermits in Yorkshire, England. In 2022,
Power had the opportunity to visit parish
archives in Yorkshire to read through
mcdicvai—primary source documents.

For Power, history isn'tjust books, dates,
and lists of events. Thf:y say that there are
alotof living materials out there, whether
that's parish churches or photographs
from the Cariy 20th century, like the Hine
collection. There is a connection between
public history work and the people who
lived before us. “Tt's important to continue
to hcip students remember that history is
not dead and dusty. Ies alive,” says Power.
Thcy feel that the connection element
is essential, and sometimes it gets Jost.
“Special Collections prove that these events
really happened. They can inspire scudents
to visit those piaccs. To stand in that space
where ithappened and say, "Yeah, I was here

too. [ love that”
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The U.S. Child Labor Problem Persists

By Beth Saunders, orzgz'm/é/ for The Conversation

A t UMBC’s Special Collections,

whcrc [am hcad curator, WC)VC

rcccntiy compictcd amajor digitization and
rchousing project of our collection of over
5,400 photographs made by Lewis Hine.

Travciing the country with his camera,
Hine capturcd the often oppressive
working conditions of thousands of
children—some as youngas 3 ycars old.

As I've worked with this collection over
the past two years, the social and political
impiications ot Hine’s pnotographs have
been very much on my mind. The patina
of these black-and-white photographs
suggests a bygonc cra—an cmbarrassing
past that many Americans might imagine
they've lefe behind.

But with numerous reports of child labor
violations, many invoiving immigrants,
occurring in the U.S., along with an uptick
in state legislation rolling back the legal
Working age, it’s clear that Hine’s work is as

rcicvant today asitwasa ccntury ago.

An investigator with a camera

A sociologist by training, Hine began
making photographs in 1903 while
working as a teacher at the progressive
Ethical Culture School in New York
City. Between 1903 and 1908, he and his

students photographcd migrants at Ellis
[sland. Hine believed that the future of the
U.S. rested in its identity as an immigrant
nation—a position that contrasted wich
cscaiating chophobic fears.

Based on this work, the NCLC, which
advocated for child labor laws, hired Hine
to document the iiving and Wori{ing
conditions of American children. By the
late 19¢h century, several states had passed
laws iimiting the age of child laborers and
cstabiishing maximum working hours. But
at the turn of the century, the number of
Working kids soared—between 1890 and
1910, 18 percent of children ages 10to 15
were employed.

In his work for the NCLC, Hine
journcycd to farms and mills in the
industrializing South and the streets
and factories of the Northeast. He used
a Graflex camera with 5-by—7—inch giass
plate negatives and employed flash powder
for nighttime and interior shots, hauling
upward of 50 pounds of equipment on his
slight frame.

To gain entry into factories and other
facilities, Hine sometimes disguised
himself asa Bible, postcard, or insurance
salesman. Other times he'd wait outside
to catch workers arriving for or dcparting
from their shifts. Aiong with photographic
records, Hine collected his subjects’
personal stories, including their ages and
cthnicities. He documented their Working
lives, such as their typical hours and any
injuries or ailments thcy incurred as a result
of their labor.

Hine, who considered himself “an
investigator with a camera,” used this
information to create what he termed
“photo stories’—combinations of images
and text that could be used on posters, in
pubiic lectures, and in pubiishcd reports to
hcip the organization advance its mission.



Legz’slﬂtion follows

Hine's mucl(raking photographs cxemplify
the genre of documentary photography,
which relies upon the pcrccived truthfulness
of photography to make a case for social
change. The camera serves as an eyewitness
toasocictal ill, a problcm thatneedsa
solution. Hine portraycd his sul)jccts in
adirect manner, typically frontally and
lool{ing straight into the camera, against the
backdrop of the very factorics, farmland, or
cities where they worked.

By capturing details of his sitters bare
feet, tattered clothes, soiled faces and
hands, and diminutive stature against
hulking industrial equipment, Hine madea
direct statement about the poor conditions
and precarity of these children’s lives.

Hine’s photographs made a successful
casc for child labor reform. Notably, the
NCLCss efforts resulted in Congress
establishing the Children’s Burcau in 1912
and passing the Keating-Owen Child Labor
Actin 1916, which limited working hours for
children and prohibited the interstate sale of
goods produced by child labor.

Although the Supreme Court later ruled
itand a subsequent Child Labor Tax Law

of 1919 unconstitutional, momentum for

enshrining protections tor child workers
had been created. In 1938, Congress passed
the Fair Labor Standards Act, which
established restrictions and protections on

employing children.

The ethics of picfurz'ng child labor

A recent surge of unaccompanicd
minors, primarily from Central America,
has brought new attention to America’s old
problcm of child labor and has threatened
the very laws Hine and the NCLC worked
to enact.

Some estimates suggest that one-third
of migrants under 18 are working illegally,
whether it’s laboring more hours than
current laws permit, or Working without
the proper authorizations. Many of them
perform hazardous jobs similar to those
of Hine’s suhjccts: handling dangcrous
equipment and being exposed to noxious
chemicals in factories, slaughterhouses, and
industrial farms.

While the content of Hine's
photographs remains pertinent to today’s
child labor crisis, a l{ey distinction between
the subjcct of Hine’s photographs and
working children today is race.

Hine focused his camera almost
Cxclusivcly on white children who arrived in
the country during waves of immigration
from Europe during the late-19th and carly-
20th centuries. As art historian Naralie
Zcleargues, Hinc’s pictorial treatment of
Black children—ecither ignored or forced
to the margins ot his imagcs—implicd
to viewers that the face of childhood in
Americawas, by default, white.

The pcrccived racial hierarchies of Hine’s
erareverberate into the present, where
underage migrants of color live and work
atthe margins of socicty. Contemporary
reports of child labor violations offer few
images to accompany their texts, graphs,
and statistics. There are lcgitimatc reasons

for chis. By not including identifying
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pcrsonal information or portraits, news
outlets protect avulnerable population.
Echical guidclincs frown upon rcvcaling
private details of the lives of children
interviewed. And, as Hine's experience
demonstrates, it can be difficult to infiltrace
the sites of these labor violations since thcy
are typically kept secure.

Digital cameras and smartphones offer
aworkaround. Beginningin 2015, the
International Labour Organization urged
child laborers in Myanmar to become
“young activists” and use their own images
and words to create “photo stories™—
cchoing Hine’s use of the term—that the
organization could then disseminate.

Photographs of child labor in foreign
countries are far more common than
those made in the U.S., which leaves the
impression that child labor is someone else’s
problem, not ours. Perhaps it's too hard
for Americans to look at this domestic
issue square in the eyes. A similar effectis
acwork when viewing Hine’s photographs
today. While thcy were originally valued for
their immcdiacy, thcy can seem to belong
to a distant past.

Butif Hine’s photographic archive of
child laborers is evidence of the power
of photography to sway public opinion,
does the lack of images in today’s
reporting—even if nohly intended—create
adisconnect? Is the puhlic capablc of
understanding the harmful consequences
of lack of labor enforcement when the
faces of the pcoplc affected are missing
from the picture?

Lefi: Small newsboy, height 40 inches,
Cincinnati, Obio, 1908.

Opposite page: Elwood Palmer Cooper, helper on miller's
wagon, 7 years of age. Carries bags of flour, weighing

25 pz)mz/ly, ﬁom wagon to stores. Receives 25 cents per
week. Money not needed at home. Wants money to spend.
Wilmington, Delaware, 1910,
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Living in
Color

Written by Sarab L. Hansen, M.S. 15




The shower was full of mantis siirimp.
Bubblers burbled and the cranky
crustaceans skulked in their tanks, looking
for things to punch with their famousiy
fast strikes. Compiicatcd electronics for
measuring brain activity stood sentinel
beside the bed in the next room. And out
on the balcony, Kathryn Feller, Ph.D. 14,
biological sciences, was wearing a respirator
and gloves, working with nasty chemicals.

In other words, it was another day of
ficldwork as a behavioral neuroscientist—a
carcer Feller has embraced after ajourney
of scif—cxpioration that took her to surgicai
operating theaters, drama summer camps,
and arange of rescarch institutions around
the world. At UMBC, Feller found a
robust rescarch acmosphere, supportive
lab mates, and a lifelong mentor. Now, as a
professor and mentor herself, she's able to
exercise her natural creativity in a way she
might never have predicted and play oft
her strcngths from visual arts to handling
sensitive scientific instruments.

Feller was in Maiaga, Spain, iiving
and working out of an attic apartment

in hcr coiiaborator’s mothcr’s homc. ShC

Kate Feller, left, teaching a new course she co-developed with
English and computer science colleagues at Union College
on cyborgs. (Image by Paul Buckowski/Union College)
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Feller is the only identifiable person in the mural on the first
floor of the Biological Sciences Building at UMBC. Her
swim cap covered in bright plastic flowers is unmistakable.

(Randianne Leyshon "09/UMBC)

was collecting data for her work at the
University of Cambridge, where she was
fulfilling a two-year Marie Sklodowska-
Curic Actions Postdoctoral Fellowship
focused on anew line of research into
mantis shrimp vision.

Mantis shrimp are famous for two
things: their powcrfui punchcs and their
vision. Humans have three types of
cones in our eyes for secing color. Mantis
shrimp have 16. They can see UV lightand
polarized light, and there is still more to

learn. Feller's Ph.D. at UMBC in Thomas

Cronin’s lab focused on vision in mantis
shrimp larvae. At the time there was almost
no work in that area.

“While studying the visual system, alot
of times | kept wondering: “There’s all these
cool things that mantis shrimp cyes can do,
but what are thcy actuaiiy using this for?”
Feller says. “What are the consequences of
this in a behavioral context?”

Her Ph.D. opened up the field of larval
mantis shrimp vision and took her down
rabbit hole after rabbit hole. “If somctiiing
interests me, I follow it, and—uh-oh—here’s
something else 'm interested in,” Feller jokes.
In the end, her thesis Cxpiorcd the visual
system using umpteen different scientific
techniques, each providing its own insights,
she says. “Tewas like the whole package of

cicscribing mantis shrimp visual systcms.”

"Just really jazzed”

The broad scientific foundation Feller
obtained at UMBC set her up well for
postdoctoral experiences that have taken
her around the world, including stints
studying butterflies inJapan, mouse brains
in Minnesota, and insccts in England. In
fall 2020, she launched her own laboratory
asan assistant professor of bioiogy at Union
College in Schenectady, New York.

Fellers research interests now include new

projccts on the connections between vision
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and behavior and work on brain-machine
interfaces, initiaiiy inspired by astudentin
one of her classes. Thacwork helped spawn
abrand-new course on cyborgs that she's
tcaching with Union coiieagues in Engiish
and computer science.

Things are going well.

“Life is awesome. e really is. You know, it
has its ups and downs; it's not like every day
is a dreamboat—I live with a two—ycar—oid,”
Feller iaughs. But “at this point, I'm just
really jazzed about the research I'm doing,”

Back in Maiaga, Feller was getting lots

of great data, “butalso psychologically
itwas a bit difhicult.” she says. She didn't
speak Spanish, and her hosts barely spoke
English. “For six weeks, I was just alonein
someone’s house, doing science.” And then
came the email: an invitation to participate
in FameLab, an international competition
for scientists based out of the United
Kingdom. Each participant had three
minutes to Cxpiain ascientific concept
using only their body and any props they
could carry on the stage—no slides.
Entries were judgcd on content, ciarity,
and charisma.

‘I got this email, and [ wrote my scriptin
one night,” Feller says. The topic? Glittery
camoutflage structures in the eyes of mantis
shrimp larvae. “When you're in the field,
you have a finite number of hours to do
what you need to do, so you need to push
yourself to the extreme—but you also
need to take a break. And that was my
break—j ust to sit down and poke fun at the
ridiculousness of my life.”

She won her region in the UK. and
got to spcnd aweckend in Devonshire,
England, with the other county winners,
learning about science communication and
refining her talk. The final performance

was at the London Museum of Science.

Feller (pink dress) is involved with a robotics laboratory

at Union College. Her work has recently expanded into
brain-machine interfaces after a student in one of her classes
expressed enthusiasm for the topic—just one example of how
her teaching continues to inform her research. (Image by

Paul Buckowski/Union College)




“Tdidnt win, but it was awesome,” Feller [ throw at them.”

says. After that, she was hooked on science Feller also applics her visual arts skills to
performance. Back in Cambridge, she creating rescarch talks and class lectures.
pursued science stand-up comedy with a “Theartof slide design is underrated.” she
group called “The Variables.” says. T think thats why I've been invited to

giVC SO many talks—not Ol’lly dO I havc that

Research
requires creativity

performance clement, bue [ understand the
connection between hearing and seeing and

, . R information transfer.”
Feller’s affinity for performance didn'

come out of nowhere. Asa teenager, she An “all-in” persona I ity

attended Camp Quin, a summer arts camp
Feller has always recognizcd her artistic

in the Finger Lakes region of New York.

And dcspitc anatural aﬂrmity for visual side, but she wasn' always cncouragcd

arts, she ended up focusing on drama ac to integrate it into her career plans. She

wasa gOOd studcnt, and hcr kindcrgartcn

the camp. A skit she developed with other
teacher told her parents she would probably

campers “was hilarious, and it was a hit, and
from that [ was like, ‘T really like chis,” become adoctor. 1 got that message my
Feller remembers. whole life,” Feller says.

[t sunk in, and she started at HWS on the

pre-med track. As an undergrad, she took an

Asanundergraduate at Hobartand
William Smith Colleges (HWS), she
participated inan improv comedy troupe
and in her senior year, the Shakespeare club.
In the summers, she served asa counselor at

Camp Quin.

Performance may have taken a backscatin
her life for now, but Feller still finds that her

communication skills and natural creative

energy are huge benefis in her currentrole.

“Aslve progrcsscd as a scientist, 've
learned how much imagination it takes to be
arescarcher,” Feller says. "And now that I'm
afaculey member,  understand how much
creativity you need to runan interesting
class. ove thataspect—designing a new
course is a super fun and creative process,
and I find that my students respond quite
well to the different ways of communicating

Feller created this beetle illustration and others like it for
a colleague who studies beetle coloration and evolution.
Right: For this design, Feller incorporated the organisms
studied in the UMBC biological sciences department for
their annual, informal graduate student t-shirt.
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intcmship asa surgical assistantina hospital.
“There wasa major clash with who I was as
aperson,” Feller says. “Literally, youarcina
sterile environment. So while [ was good at
that job, it crushed me.”

But expectations dic hard, and in her
junior year, she was still looking at medical
school. She decided she should do research
to boost her chances. “Literally, it was just
for my CV."she says. Little did she know the
experience would pcrmancntly shift
her trajectory.

Feller did some background rescarch and
requcstcd ameeting with HWS biology
assistant professor Kristy Kenyon, who
studies development of the visual system
in frogs and fruit flies, to pitch an honors
project. Asitturned out, her pitch wasa
litcle off the mark. “Te was at least wichin the
organ system that I worked,” Kenyon says.
Yet, Kenyon decided to give her a chance.

Why? “Kate Feller is such a dynamic
person,” Kenyon says. “She was suchan
allin, live-life-to-the-fullest kind of person,
that it was very casy for me to get excited
about working on a project with her despite
having never had herina class. The energy,
the creativity, the curiosity—thosc are three
words I would use to describe that initial

UMBC

BIOLOGY
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impression of Kate”

Research in sight

Feller and Kenyon settled on a bat vision
project, and it transformed Feller’s future.
Kenyon gave hera crash course in what
she needed to know, and Feller chrived.
The project led to Feller’s first scientific
publication, reporting the discovery of a
type of UV-sensitive cell in bat eyes thatis
Cvolutionarily related to the same cells

in mice.

“Tloved it,” Feller says. “Just the idea of
thinking about how a different creature
sces, because I'm so visual—it just fit so well.
It took me a while to realize why I found
it so exciting, but then I'was like, ‘Oh, that
makes sense.”

Andyet. After graduating with a double
major in biology and environmental
science, Feller took a position asan
ophthalmology surgical assistant. She
quickly soured on that, though, for the
same reasons she had struggled with
roles in sterile environments before. Her
pcrsonal life brought her to Baltimore, and
looking for new opportunities, she found
Tom Cronin ona Google scarch.

She applied to other Ph.D. programs, but
when she visited UMBC, “there was the
pond, and all the grass, and meeting Tom,
and Iwas like, Oh, this is where I need to be.”

Feller's Ph.D. years spanned a special time
in the Cronin lab. “Tt was an incredible
group of pcoplc who formed a tight—knit
community and helped each other grow
into outstanding scientists,” says Mcgan
Porter,a postdoctoral tellow in the lab
during that time.

Sometimes, that support involved tough
love. An intervention conversation Porter
had with Feller when she was experiencing,
athird-year slump helped get Feller's Ph.D.
back on track. The Cxchangc hclpcd Porter
aswell.

“It has hclpcd me to be a better mentor
to my students now, to have had that
conversation first wich a friend,” says Porter,
who now is a professor at the University
of Hawai'i at Manoa. “Its an important
conversation to have with any graduatc
student, as itisn’t the right path for
everyone. There are many other careers out
there for anyone who loves science.”

If Porter was the nurturing mother
figure in the lab, Michael Bok, Ph.D. 14,
biologicai sciences, was the goofy uncle.
Fellerand Bok started the same year, and
both needed to carn an advanced level of
scuba certification to conduct fieldwork
in Australia. Given the limited diving
optionsin the mid-Aclantic, “we spenta
total of 15 hours gooﬁng around ina pretty

uninspiring quarry, but it was worth it

for the diving We got to doin Australia,”
says Bok, who is now a researcher ac Lund
University in Sweden.

Feller and Bok conducted fieldwork
at Lizard Island Rescarch Station oft the
northeast coast of Australia for many
months across five years. “Some of these
stressful and intensive work experiences
would probably strain some people’s
friendship, but Kate and I seemed to always
be quite happy with cach other despite
having pretty different pcrsonalitics,” Bok
says. “We were dcfinitcly kindred in our
love for science, appreciation for being out
in nature, and senses of humor.”

Feller came to love diving and did so
with typical flair. “You could always tell
where Kate was in the water,” Cronin says,
becausc she always wore a brightly colored
swim cap with plastic flowers stuck all over
it. “Tewas very Kate because it made her
look kind of silly butalso very distinctive,
because even underwater far away you

could identify her”

Current and former members of Tom Cronin’s research
group have made it a tradition to reunite and take a

" family photo.” From left to right: Kate Feller, Tom Cronin,
Alex Kingston, Megan Porter, and Michael Bok at the 2013
event. (Image courtesy of Tom Cronin)



Feller contributed substantially to decorating Tom Cronin’s
lab. One day she came home from a thrift shop with a gift
Jfor Cronin: this sketch of a cat, with the inscription, “Tom
is tough. But he is your friend.” It was a perfect fit for an
advisor who held high expectations along with offering
generous support. It still hangs in the Cronin lab today.

Dance parties
and lost turtles

Alex Kingston, Ph.D.’15, biological
sciences, arrived in the lab after Porter, Bok,
and Feller. ‘T really wouldn't be where I am
today without cach of them,” she says.
Kingston, who today is an assistant
professor at The University of Tulsa, was
aiways very organized and on top of things,
Cronin recalls—"very type A" She kept
the lab running smoothly as lab manager
but wasnt afraid to have fun. Feller and
Kingston would have dance partiesasa
break from draﬁing scientific manuscripts.
“It was hilarious when other peopic would
come into the lab, not expecting us in
the middle of the lab blaring music and
ciancing around,” Kingston remembers.
The group had other shared adventures,
like caring for Scott, a box turtle who
frcquentiy Cscapcd, necessitating a lab-wide
scarch. And Feller took it as her role to
decorate the lab. “In my lab today you can
still see Kate stufl,” Cronin says. “She had
a tendency of sticking stuff up there that
didntwant to come down again.”

Cronin’s approach to mentorship allowed
cach of his students to find their own way,
with the level of support or indcpcndcncc
that worked best for each of them. That
means Cronin’s students have complete
owncrship ot both their successes and their
struggles and grow the confidence to face
both once they leave UMBC.

“Tom was really hands off. However, he
was so supportive, Feller says. “Pretty much
any time [ came to him with an idea, he was
like, Cool, lets do it. So it was that mix of,
you’rc steering the ship, but you don't have
to worry about resources.”

“Kate was not afraid to try anything—
she was particuiariy inclined to do things
her own way,” Cronin recalls. While she
may have taken some time to find her
footing, in the end, “she did rcaiiy great

work—reaiiy originai and creative work.”

Rigor, excitement,
and resilience

Today, Feller is focused on furthering her
research, engaging her students, and raising
her famiiy—her second child arrived this
October. As a faculty member, Feller is
maintaining old connections and forging
new ones.

“Kate is really doing a fantastic job of
creating and maintaining a network across
different areas of science and education,
in the research that she does but also
inthe way that she teaches and the way
she facilitates those connections across
institutions,” Kenyon, her mentor from
HWS, says. For example, Kenyon is now
coiiaborating witha coiieaguc at Union
because Feller connected them. And
Kenyon is using a book in her courses
that features the Cronin lab’s research—

inciuding some carried out by Feller.
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“What I have thoroughly enjoyed is
watching Kate progress at cach step along
the way, and find her passion, and be able
to pursue something with such rigor, and

excitement and resilience,” says Kcnyon.

Whether creating art, performing on stage
orin the classroom, Working hard in the lab,
or collecting specimens underwater, Feller
is embracing cach stage of her life and
career with a zest thatis uniquciy hers. As
Cronin puts it, “She was always Kate. She
never started or stopped being Kate.”

“The thing that I love most is just trying
to figure out how the world works,” Feller
says. ‘1 like to describe myself as an explorer.
Iam nota Magellan ora person ona
ship iooking to Cxpiorc new piaces—i’m
pushing the boundaries of knowledge.
Where is the edge, and how can I shed light
on the unknown?”

Felleris on the cxpioration ot alifetime,
discovering new things about how brains
work, transforming the lives of students,
and doing itallin full color. As her research
program takes off, her family grows,
and her network broadens, her greatest

advcntures may bC ahcad thCI‘.
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HOW TO SUCCESSFULLY DIE ON STAGE

{# DEPAETRINT

| E5F THEATRE

Tools of the Trade

1. 2,000 ounces of stage blood, some
homemade, some bought

2. LOTS of baby wipes
3. Several mops and buckets

4. A taste for corn syrup

Right: Various types of blood and props waiting for trial
and ervor during rehearsal. Across, top: Van Helsing
practices stabbing the vampire Lucy. Across, bottom:

Dracula and Lucy are coached through a violent moment
by Sierra Young, right, and Tessara Morgan Farley, left.

Photos by Kiirstn Pagan 1.

With the UMBC Theatre Department

Van Helsing straddles the vampire, brandishing her cross and wooden stake.
The undead—mouth and shirt stained with blood—had just confessed to

a brutal kill when the vampire slayer brings down her stake. A half second
delayed, a comically small amount of blood spurts from the wooden prop. Van
Helsing, played by Franchesca Parker °25, acting, and the rest of the group
in the theatre rehearsal space titter at the anticlimactic moment. Tessara
Morgan Farley, production stage manager, and Sierra Young °23, the
Sfrghting and intimacy director, immediately jump in to triage a better death
Jfor the vampire, Lucy (played by Liza Mupende °25, action and information
systems technology).

It’s stage blood rebearsal day for UMBC's fall production of Dracula: a
Feminist Revenge Fantasy, Really by Kate Hamill, directed by Kathryn
Chase Bryer. Snags like this are the reason the crew is spending four hours on a
Monday evening trying out blood capsules, strawberries (aka, mini bags of stage
blood), sponges loaded with blood dye, and grits mixed with edible stage blood

for various effects on stage.

What does it take to pull off a veritable bloodbath on stage for six performances?
That’s what this crew of staff and students aim to find out.

Step 1
FINDING THE RIGHT VEIN

For Morgan Farley and Emerson Balthis
24, theatre dcsign and production, assistant

the substance? Most importantly, could it be
washed out of the costumes every night? Oh
scenic dcsigncr and newly-christencd ycah, and how to stay on budgct?

stage blood mixologist, ﬁnding the pcrfect

combination ofpurcnascd and homemade Its gomg o beabloodbah on stage, says

Morgan Farley, “butalso not being too

stage blood was a multi-month projcct, Several . . .
excessive to the point where it becomes

ofthe pressing qucstions athand: Some of the
blood needed to be edible—could thcy make

it taste at least OK? Was anyone allcrgic to

funny. We're trying to go more in the vein of
rcality versus comical, which also influenced
our choice of color for blood. Of course, we
were looking for washability, but we were also
looking at the color and the viscosity.”

In order to strecch the budgct, Morgan Farlcy
and Balthis found ways to water down what
thcy bought and manufacture the rest—
simmering vats of chocolate Syrup, corn syrup,
food coloring, and various tnickcning agents

dissolving into a viscous, sugary brew.




Step 2
OUT DAMNED SPOT
Moods are high, hands are stained red, and

it’s obvious the student actors are having a
blast (and most lil<ely, asugar high, based

on the recipe). Standing ina six—foot—long
pristine white cape—except fora few new
blood smears—with a curved collar another
foot high, Cece Smith 24, acting, who plays
Dracula, is nearly giggling with glee.

“I'm having so much fun.” says Smith. 1
honestly don't see a downside to the blood,
evenwhen it gets all sticky and nasty—it makes
me feel pretty badass.”

Enter the people rcsponsible for wardrobe and
laundry: Margaret Caster, assistant costume
shop manager and wardrobe supervisor, and
Jennie Hardman 23, theatre studies and
environmental studies, wardrobe head for

the show. While they could potentially see
downsides galore, the duois taking their tasks
in stride.

“Tewas alicele bit of ‘oh no. if T'm going to be
honest,” says Hardman, who has worked on
many UMBC shows in her time as a student,
but this is her first as wardrobe head. “When
you read the script, there is so much blood. So
you think, Were going to do this with real red
liquid. On white colored clothing, Oh boy,

thart’s going to be my problem, isntic!”

“T've done blood shows before, so it’s not my
first blood rodeo,” says Caster, “buc I like

to think of it like ‘How do you wrangle the
blood? Because as you can sce, it spreads
everywhere. So my side is to think, How can
we contain it?”

Their answer? Overnight soaks in Oxiclean
and Shout spritzes for the tougher stains.

Step 3
MAKING THE MAGIC HAPPEN

In herrole asan intimacy and ﬁght director,
Sierra Young has done vomit, has done other
boclily fluids, has done blood—but never

this much blood. Herjob, as she putsit, “is

to choreograph all of those big heightened
moments so that they’rc speciﬁc, rcpeatable,
and narratively clynamic. And then give the

actors tOOlS to createa culture that is consent
forward and trauma informed SO tl]CY can fCCl
secure in that spacc to CI”CQIC.”

[n a feminist revenge fantasy based on Bram
Stoker's Dracula, unsurprisingly, there arca
lot of opportunities for staging violence and
intimacy, often at the same time. The added
layer of Young’s alreacly substantial task is
designing the choreography so that the blood

effects can be effectively masked.

This means actors are subtly handing off blood
capsules to cach other, picking them up from
behind stage props, or accessing them from

hidclen POCl(CtSt “ln terms ofchoreography,
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how do I hide these things, because stage
combat s the illusion ofdangerl Its alotof
magic tricks and misdirection.”

“Were doing this show on purpose,” adds Eve
Muson, associate professor of theatre and chair

of the Theatre Departmentac UMBC. “These

extravagant clements are for teaching purposes.”

Step 4

IN PURSUIT
OF A GOOD DEATH

Back to rehearsal and the problem of Van
Helsing’s stake and the paltry amount of
blood it produced. The actors, Parker and
Mupende, are game to try any workarounds
suggested by Morgan Farley and Young,
They finally land on a blood strawberry that
Parker-as-Van Helsing will place upstage of
Mupende-as—the—vampire-Lucy.

While writhing after Van Helsing’s stab, Lucy
puts the baggy of blood in her mouth and
chomps down. She bends over to gasp her last
undead breath, spewing the lefrover plastic at
the same time, lool(ing as much like viscera as
imaginable. The entire rehearsal space erupts in
applausc at the successful, bloody death.

— Randianne Leyshon 09
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Aimee, Jamie, and Gina Joshua have a lot in common. All three went to
UMBC as members of the Meyerhoff Scholars Program. And the sisters all

have great memories of growing up in a house filled with delicious food and

love. So, when their mother’s YouTube channel focusing on Indian cooking

techniques started to take off, the trio made it their mission to create a

cookbook of family recipes that would honor their beloved parents.

Our parents, Saraand Abraham Joshua,
known to usas Mummy and Chacha,
immigratcd from Indiain their twenties
scparatcly to bcgin their careers and
continued education to hcip provide for
their families back home. Coming to
America in the 70, thcy were lcarning
how to navigate a new country and anew
culture. After getting married and starting
afamily, they began raising three daughters
in Baltimore, Maryland. The challengc was
to figure outhow to teach and preserve our
Indian culture and traditions when it was
over 8,000 miles away.

Growing up as “the Joshua sisters,” we
did many things together—singing songs
in church at talent shows, Girl Scouts,
karate, and even attcnding UMBC! They
wanted the best for us and every day
showed us the value and importance of
hard work and being and staying humble.
Since we were young girls, Mummy
and Chacha taught us that everything
is possiblc ifyou putyour mind to itand
work hard. Our parents encouraged us
to chase our dreams, butas with many
parents, thcy didn't think about pursuing
their own, oniy providing for their family.

Mummy, affectionately known as
‘Ammini Aunty,” was a nurse at the
University of Maryland Medical System

and Chacha, affectionately known as

“Bejoy Uncle,” was a realtor. They both
kept busy outside of work hours with
community and church activities. If you
wanted to find our parents in the house, it
was usually in the kitcchen—and the garden
was a close second. Mummy loved to
cook our traditional South Indian dishes
and prepare food for others and Chacha
anoycd bcing her sous chef. Food was
their love languagc and we had so many
conversations around the kitchen table.

During ouryears at UMBC, we often
brought Mummy’s home-cooked food
when we returned to campus, always willing
to share some chicken biriyani or beans
mczhukkupuratti with our friends. Mummy
didnt often have time to do more than
cooking for her family or special events
because of her nursing carcer and her focus
on our education. This meant she didn
get to cook and experiment as much as she
would have liked. Tt was only once we were in
collcgc thatwe bcgan to understand the joy
bcing in the kitchen would bring her.

Once we were older, some of our favorite
memorics were when we gathcrcd inthe
kitchen to catch up on how everyone’s day
had been. When we came home with our
friends, Mummy would recruit them to
hclp prepare whatever was on the menu,
cven if they had never cooked before. We
did our bestand Mummy would walk us

I
i

through the recipe and cooking techniques
with alot of patience. Mummy aiways said
“Ifyou put your mind to it, you can do it. It's
apassion, and it takes hard work. Butat che
end ofitall, youget somcthing grcat.”
Whether we were pcciing ginger,
grating coconut, or chopping vegetables,
we knew we were not just creating a
meal, we were also buiiding and creating
somcthing better: loving memories and an
appreciation tor our Kerala food. Because
that's what it's about. Food is meant to be
shared, and while Mummy was tcaching us
to cook, she was also teaching us to curate
and nurture rclationships and be proud of
our culture. Cooking togcthcr is creating
together, which involves trust and building
aconnection between each person hclping
create the meal. In addition, we are Indian
American and are so proud of what it
means to be both Indian and American.
Welearned an important lesson during
our time at UMBC, taught to us by the
late great Lamont Toliver, " Mr. T, former
director of the Mcycrhoff Scholarship
Program. Ina moment of vulnerability,
Aimee shared with Mr. T that she had
been [CjCCth by all of the Ph.D. programs



she had applicd to but had gotten into a
master’s program. In all his wisdom, Mr. T
comforted Aimee with these wise words:
“[NJotall paths from point A to point B
arca straight line. Sometimes you have to
take the long way to get where you want to
go." That's alesson that has stayed with us
for some time and that, we soon realized
during the pandemic, applied to Mummy.

By this time, Gina had started a family
and we welcomed our next generation of
children. The pandemic taught us how
precious life is and that making every
moment count is imporeant. Assisters, we
decided that we would work together to
make Mummy’s dream of teaching our
generation and future generations how to
cook Kerala food come true.

After the pandemic began, Mummy
retired from an over 40-year nursing carcer
to help care for Chacha and avoid any risk
due to COVID-19. With more time asa
retiree, Mummy bcgan experimenting
with recipes and sharing them with close

by family, who would pick up the care

packages ShC would lcavc on thC pOfCh.
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“Food is meant to be shared, and while

Mummy was teaching us to cook, she was

also teaching us to curate and nurture
relationships and be proud of our culture”

They would then text or call her wich
feedback, helping perfect the recipes.

In April 2020, Mummy came into our
room and asked if we wanted to take a
picture of what she was cooking in the
kitchen. So Jamic and Aimee, armed only
with their iPhones and short notice to
their friends online, bcgan to livestream
Mummy making Mango curry. Then
the unexpected happened. Thousands of
pcoplc watched it within the first three
days, and a flame was lic. Instead of waiting
for perfection, we continued to dive into
video after video, cach an improvement
on the one before. What started as a
fun project became a thriving YouTube

channel, Ammini Aunty’s A Pinch of

Jamie Joshua, Gina Wright, Joshua Wright, Abraham Joshua, Sara Joshua, and Aimee Joshua. All photos courtesy of the

Joshua family.

Kerala, and a full-blown community of
“Pinchers.” Pcople were excited to learn
from Mummy, and we were all chrilled to
share her love for cooking with everyone.
Fast forward to today, our first cookbook,
Ammini Aunty’s A Pinch 0f[(€m/ﬂ:/4 South
Indian Inspired Cookbook,is being published.
Thanks to the power of Kickstarterand
Pinchers worldwide, what was justonce
adream is now becoming a reality. As
Mummy reminds her Pinchers, “Ifyou put
your mind toit, you can doit” Don'tlet your
dreams stay a dream. Work toward making

itareality.

Jamie Joshua 02, biological sciences, is the
dz’vfrsit)/, equity, and inclusion manager for
Giant Food. Aimee Joshua 03, M.S. 05,
computer science, is the senior manager, [T’
contracts, at PBS Distribution. Gina I/Vrz'g/ﬁ
05, /ﬂ'ologim/ sciences, is a dentist at a Veterans

AjﬂzimMedim/ Center.
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UMBC Class Notes is compiled by
UMBC Magazine staff from items
submitted online and by mail from
alumni as well as from news articles
and press releases received by the
university. This edition of Class Notes
contains information processed by
October 15,2023.

How to Submit Class Notes

The deadline for submitting Class Notes for
the next printissue of UMBC Magazineis

April 1,2024. Submit your class note and photos
online at umbc.edu/ magazine or hy email to

magazinc@umbc.cdu.

19771

Jerry Kerr, American studies, became involved
with El Rancho de las Golondrinas, New
Mexico's premiere iiving history museum,

after many years ofcxpioring different carcer
opportunities. Since he bcgan there, he has been

adocent, a tour guidc, and amilleratan 1880s

grist mill on-site. He says of his education, “What

American studies taught me—and still does—is

tilélt thcrc arcan awfui iOt ofways to iOOi( at (i‘lC

as many perspectives as possibici”

1973

Kevin Kelehan, American studics, received
the Distinguished Maryland Real Property
Practitioner Award from the Real Property
Section Council of the Maryland State Bar
Association in July 2023.

1930

Margaret Smith Chisolm, visual and
pcrforming arts, profcssor ofpsychiatry and
behavioral sciences at Johns Hopkins University
School of Medicine, received aJHU Nexus
Award to convene a mectingon muscum-based
health profcssions education. Chisolm’s work,
which combines her expertise in visual arts and
medicine, was included ina recent segmenton

arts and health for PBS Newshour.

1981

Debora Fajer-Smith, political science, has
been named in the spring business edition 2023
of “Best Lawyers in America” as a Best Plaintiff

Personal Injury Lawyer.

Howard Siskind, M.S."95, psychology, was
featured in Up.St.ART Magazine's summer 2023
edition, highlighting his life, his music, and his
children’s book, Honabeats Says: Crazy Words!
Siskind released his latest original song “The
Witch’s Wand” in June 2023.

1982

Karen Cangialosi, biological sciences, will

lead a network oforganizations advocating for
cquity in highcr education as the new director
ovacry Learner Everywhere. C;mgiaiosi isalso
the cofounder of the Institute fora Racially Just,
Inclusive,and Open STEM Education (RIOS
Insticuce) where she served as director of open

educationand open science.

1964

American experience, and it is best to be aware of

John Holloway, emergency health services, was
featured in Ocean City Today's“Spotlight” series
for his decades of service as a first responder in
Maryland. Holloway joined the Occan City
Volunteer Fire Company (OCVFC) Cadet
Programin 1977 at the age of 16. He then
joined the OCVFC asa firefighter in April 1984
following completion of his UMBC degree.
After 28 years of service, he retired and now isa
volunteer ﬁrcﬁghtcr in Berlin, Maryiand.

1987

Shawn Vanden, interdisciplinary studies,

is developing a pilot episode, “Descent,” for

a iO-CPiSOdC mctaphysicai thriller. Vanden
currently works for the Stagecoach Foundation,
author George RR. Martin’s phiianthropic
effortto promote creativity, storytciiing, and

tcchnoiogy in New Mexico.

1989

Devin Walker, political science—who pcrforms
under his personain the Uncle Devin Show—was
rccognizcd with the Practitioner Award for
Storytelling by the Canady Foundation for the
Artsin June 2023.

1990

Tracey McPherson, cconomics, was named to
the Board of Trustees at Frederick Community
College by Governor Wes Moore in July 2023.
McPherson has been a partner for 40 years atc
McPherson and Associates Inc.,a commercial

real estate appraisal and consulting firm.

Matthew Tobia, emergency healch services, the
Harrisonhui‘g Fire Dcpartmcnt)s fire chief, was
named the 2023 Virginia Fire Chief of the Year.
Tobiahasbeena fircﬁghtcr for 35 yearsand the
Harrisonhui‘g fire chief since 2020.

1991

Anthony Maranto, biochemistry and molecular
biology, was inducted into the Marquis Who's
Who and recognized for his expertise as the chief
growth officer of the Lynker Corporation.

1993

Kimberly Ellison-Taylor, information systems,
was named one of the 2023 Most Powerful
Women in Accounting by the American
Institute of Certified Public Accountants and
CPA Practice Advisorin Junce 2023. Ellison-Taylor
was also named a 2023 Top 50 Women CEOs by
Women We Admire.

1994

Mike Eberhart, visual and performing arcs, was a
featured guest on the Carroll County Socicty of
Human Resource Management podcast, hosted
by Michael Shelah 95, English, for an episode
discussing Eberhart’s disability advocacy.



PRESERVING HISTORY’S MARK ON A PLACE

Jim Bailey ’03, M.A. ’07, history

i Ir-Ixi

Avrtillery booms in the distance as men hurriedly
button up their scratchy wool uniforms and grab
their muskets. The smell of campfires and horses
intertwine with shouts, neighs, and gunfire.

“It was a sensory overload,” remembers Jim
Bailey '03, M.A. 07, history, of the recreated
battles and camps he saw during 125th anniversary
Civil War events. “At the age of eight, it wasn't that
| was reading books and studying history. It was
something | could see. Smell. Hear. Feel.”

Exactly what Bailey would do with his early
love for immersive history, however, wasn’t clear
until a class during his first year at UMBC, when
a park ranger from nearby Fort McHenry National
Monument & Historic Shrine in Baltimore City
gave a guest talk on volunteering for the U.S.
National Park Service (NPS). By December of
1998, 18-year-old Bailey was signed up with
the Volunteers-in-Parks, the first step in a long
career that has led him to his current position as
superintendent of both Appomattox Court House
National Historical Park and Booker T. Washington
National Monument.

The NPS is 424 units strong and always
expanding. If this number seems large—aren’t
there 63 national parks?—it’s because NPS
includes everything from national battlefields and
lakeshores to historical parks and monuments, as
well as marquee parks like Yellowstone.

Bailey explains that the two parks now under
his jurisdiction—although 65 miles apart—tell
similar narratives about the end of one story and
the beginning of another. Appomattox Courthouse
was the site of the April 9, 1865, surrender of the
Army of Northern Virginia, marking the beginning
of the end of the Civil War and the start of a new
era of freedom fraught with uncertainty for newly
freed people.

The Booker T. Washington Monument tells
the story of a nine-year-old boy who had to carry
school books for the children of his enslavers but
was not himself allowed to learn to read and write.
Washington eventually made the 500-mile trek to
Hampton University, becoming an influential early
African American leader. (Another influential Black
leader would follow in his footsteps to Hampton,
President Emeritus Freeman Hrabowski, who
received his undergraduate degree there.)

“As a nation, we for years have been having
an open discussion on Civil War memory and
monumentation in public places. Who gets
remembered? And that is something that as
an agency, we’ve always done,” says Bailey.
“We’ve always been expanding the cultural
sites that we maintain and the stories that we
tell. We recognize that all of these stories make
up the tapestry that is our nation. It’s not just
for George Washington or Francis Scott Key.

It's also people like Booker T. Washington and
Hannah Reynolds.” (Reynolds, an enslaved
woman, was mortally wounded during the Battle
of Appomattox Court House—and is the only
known civilian casualty of the battle—but was
free for the three days between the Confederate
surrender and her tragic death.)

As superintendent, Bailey leads a team that
works on preserving historic structures, keeping
up with the latest research on the stories told
in those structures, and maintaining natural
resources, including water quality, wildlife surveys,
wildlife management, and controlled burns.

Conflicts can arise, however, when working to
balance both natural and cultural resources.

“How do you do that when you also have
to provide access to the public today and you
have to do that in a way that doesn’t impact the
ability of their children or grandchildren or great
grandchildren to come to this park and see all the
same things?” asks Bailey. “But that’s the mission
of the National Park Service: To preserve and
protect these parks for both this generation and
future generations.”

Unsurprisingly, perhaps, Bailey makes a point
of getting out of the office to walk through the
parks, greeting staff and talking to visitors. He
says that his leadership style is heavily influenced
by an early mentor: Hrabowski.

“As an undergraduate, | was shocked to see
Dr. Hrabowski out there, talking with students.
And you saw it all the time,” explains Bailey. “He
said that he can wander through campus and
easily be looking down and be thinking about the
next meeting or issue but had to remind himself
not to do that. As a young man, hearing that from
someone like Dr. Hrabowski was very powerful.
And I've always tried to emulate that.”
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Sometimes, Bailey will seek solitude and hike
a trail, maintaining a regular connection to the
park—walking where Booker T. Washington spent
his childhood or experiencing the Appomattox
River where the Monacan people settled—
separate from his administrative role. He describes
this as “the power of place.” You can experience
history outside of books and classrooms because
“you're there and you can see it.”

“We call it the cultural landscape,” adds Bailey.
“The national parks are hugely important because
they show us that as a people, we continue to
define freedom, civil rights, and civil liberty. We
can’t take that for granted. It's something that
each generation has to define and defend and
decide—what do these things mean?”

For current Retrievers, Bailey recommends
being willing to step outside of your comfort zone.

“Listen and open a dialogue with people who
think differently. Engage with other disciplines
than your own. Consider different perspectives.
UMBC provides that space, both literally and
figuratively.”

Bailey says his favorite national park is “the
next one” he visits. But just in case you need
another reason to visit one of the 424 NPS sites:
“The value of these national parks is that they
are open classrooms where all Americans are
welcome to think and to contemplate.”

— Polina Kassir '24

Bailey with his wife, Megan Bailey 08, environmental
science, and their children: (oldest to youngest) Jacob,
Thomas, and Henry. Photos courtesy of Jim Bailey.
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Jeff Sickoria’01 recently retired after more than 20 years of active duty service in the U.S. Coast Guard,
most recently serving at the Coast Guard Office of Cyberspace Forces.

1995

Khadijah Ali-Coleman, interdisciplinary
studics, was appointed the new Prince George’s
County poet laureate. Her poetry is featured in
the firstand second volumes of The Fire Inside:
Collected Stories and Poems from Zova's Den.

Kellie McCants-Price, interdisciplinary studics,

became the chief divcrsity, equity, and inclusion

ofhicer for Anne Arundel Community Coiicgc In

March 2023, she was awarded the ranks of tenure

and ﬁlii profcssor in [ilC PSyChOiOgy dcpartmcnt at

Anne Arundel Community Colicgc,

Vondaleir Wright, mathematics, vice president

of personnel operations at L2 Defense, was
teatured in the Baltimore Business Journal’s
“Leaders in Diversity series for her work in
advancing diversity, equity, and inclusion.

1996

Kathleen Weems Guerra, Engiish, the head
of school for Lighthousc Christian Acadcmy,
received a master's in itadcrship of classical

Christian schools in May 2023 from Gordon

CO“CgC as part Oi:tilt program’s inaugurai COi‘lOftr

Lynda Eisenberg, cnvironmental studics,
was recently named the new director of the
Howard County Department of Planning and

Zoning, Eisenberg has worked for the Maryland

Department of Planning, as Carroll County’s

representative to the Baltimore Regional
Transportation Board, and as president for the
Maryland Planning Association.

1999

Lola Eniola-Adefeso, chemical engincering,

has been named as the Vennema Professor of
Chemical Engincering for her outstanding
ltadcrship and pioneering researchin the field of
vascular-targeted drug delivery. Eniola-Adefeso
works as the University ofMichigan Diversicy
and Social Transformation Professor of Chemical

Engincering.

Tiffany Holmes, M.F.A. imaging and digjcal
arts, has been appointed as vice president for
academic affairs at Ringling College of Arcand
Design in Sarasota, Florida, as of August 2023.

2000

Michael Casper, psychology, spokc with the
Columbia Daily Spectator about his goals and
philosophy in his first season as head coach for
Columbia Univcrsity’s men’s soccer team. Casper
playcd soccerat UMBC, winninga Northeast

Conference championship with the team.

Jacqueline Regales, American studics, was
named the director of the Center for Civic
and Community Engagementac Howard
Community College.

2007

Sushama Chakraverty, M.S., computer science,
asenior user interface engineering manager

for Sledgechammer Games, was highlighted for
her career in the video game industry in /EEE
Spectrum magazine. Chakraverty has worked for
multipic gaming companics, includ ing Atariand
Ubisoft, and developed games like Assassin’s Creed
2and Far Cry 4.

Kafui Dzirasa, chemical engineering, was
named Duke Universicy's first Presidential
Distinguished Chair. He is a professor of
psychiatry and behavioral sciences and assistant
professor of biomedical engincering at Duke, and
heisalsoa pioneering researcher whose expertise
in neuroscience, psychiatry, and engineering is
transforming the understanding of the basic
hioiogical mechanisms of mental illness.

Jeff Sickoria, information systems, recently
retired after more than 20 years of active duty
service in the U.S. Coast Guard, most recently
serving at the Coast Guard Office of Cyberspace
Forces at Coast Guard Headquarters in
Washington, D.C. After retiring, Sickoria joined
Science Appiications International Corporation

asa Cyhcr security chief.

2007

Christopher Valentino, M.S. 06, information
systems management, was named chicf
innovation officer at Peraton, a Reston, Virginia—
based federal technology and services contractor.

2003

Leigh Ann Acree, visual arts, was highlighted by
the Food Safcty and lnspcction Service for her
career. Originaily hired asanintern dircctiy after
graduation, Acree nowworksasan [T spcciaiist,
sccking to reduce government waste, manage
investments, and utilize rcadiiy available tools and

Pl’OdLlCES in ECdCI"J.i IT programs.

Scott Brillman, emergency health services, was
named as the new director of Fairfax County’s
Department of Public Safety Communications
in August 2023.



2004

Elisa Watson, visual arts, was rcccntly promotcd

to creative director at Alpha Gmphics.

Alicia Wilson, political science, was appointed
to serve on Governor Wes Moore’s Baltimore
City Trial Court Judicial Nominating
Commission in Scptcmbcr 2023.

John Klausmeier, mechanical engineering, was
proﬁlcd on the website Sportskccda for his work
as the crew chief for NASCAR driver Chase
Briscoe. In his three year tenure as Briscoe’s crew
chief, Klausmeier led him to one win, nine top

fives,and 17 top tens.

000

Tom Briggs. psychology, M.P.S.08, successfully
defended his dissertation and earned a Ph.D. in
computational social science at Gcorgc Mason

University in fall 2023.

Huguens Jean, computer engincering, M.S. 08,
Ph.D.’15, electrical engineering, was interviewed
by UMBC labmate Adrian Rosebrock 10,
Ph.D.’14, computer science, for his website
Pylmachcarch.Jcan shared his story, starting in
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, to his schoolingat UMBC
and now to his current position at Googlc asan

artificial intclligcncc researcher.

Annie Lee, M.S.'08, information systems,

was named a 2023 Top 50 Women CEOs by
Women We Admire in August 2023, Lecis the
CEO ol'Avyanna chlmologics, which delivers
cutting-edge technology solutions to a diverse
range of clients.

Patrick Varga, gcograpliy and environmental
systems, was named the 2023 Larry R. Johnston
Local Floodplain Manager of the Year by the
Association of State Floodplain Managers. Varga
is the environmental review supervisor in the

Carroll County Government.

Eugene Young, information systems and
sociology, announced his bid to represent
Delaware in the U.S. Congress. Young is
currently director of the Delaware State
Housing Authority and a cofounder of Network
Delaware, which focuses on civic engagement,
civicadvocacy, and training for those who want
to be community leaders.

2006

David Ford, psychology, shares in the Baltimore
Sun his experience as a recent contestant

on “Jeopardy.” Ford has been trying out for
“Jeopardy”almost every year since he graduated
from UMBC. While he bet too bigonalate
double jcopardy question he gucsscd incorrcctly,

Ford still says his dream came true.

Sylvia Trent-Adams, Ph.D., public policy,

was highlighted in 7exas Metro News for her
carcer accomplishments. Trent-Adams was the
firsc Black woman to serve as deputy surgeon
general of the U.S. Public Health Service
Commissioned Corps.

LieAnn Van-Tull, environmental science,
anassociate with Keller and Heckman'’s food
and drug packaging and tobacco and e-vapor
practice groups, was sworn in as prcsidcnt of
the Wasliington Bar Association and honored
asa2023 - 2024 National Conference of Bar
Presidents Diversity Scholar.

00/

Jacqueline McKay, modern languages and
linguistics, has released four singles on Spority,
most recently “Glorify the Lord.” She has also
self-published three Christian books. Her
newest book is Empowered: 114 Thoughts That
Will Set You Free.

Drew Westervelt, cconomics, chicf growth
officer and founder of HEX Performance, has
developed anew laundry detergent designed
specifically for active wear. Westervelt launched
HEX Performance in 2016 to create modern

clcaning solutions for achletic fabrics.

Sherece West-Scantlebury, Ph.D., public
policy, is named among top women in
nonprofit lcadcrsliip by Women We Admire
in October 2023.

003

Kizzmekia Corbett-Helaire, biological
sciences and sociology, was announced asa
member of Howard Hughcs Medical Institute’s
inaugural Freeman Hrabowski Scholars cohort.
Sclected scholars are outstanding carly carcer
faculey in science and will receive upto $8.6
million over 10 years to create diverse and

inclusive lab environments. Corbete-Helaire
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is an assistant professor of immunology and
infectious diseases at the Harvard T.H. Chan
School of Public Healch.

Christopher J. Emmett, M.A, management of
aging services, was named senior vice president of
community operations at Erickson Senior Living.
In his 28 years ac Erickson, Emmett has held
multiplc lcadcrship positions, including rcgional
vice president of operations since 2013.

Kristel Ehrhardt, mathematics, M.A."10,
education, was included in the Marquis Who's
Who registry in September 2023 for her work as
anassociate professor of mathematics at Howard

Community College.

Chris Golen, M.S., management of aging
services, started as the new CEO in summer 2023
at Carleton-Willard Village, an elder care facilicy
in Bedford, Massachusetts.

JenHolz, M.A., management ofaging services,
was the recipient of AARP’s 2023 Maureen
McKoy Award for Excellence in Service. The
honoris given annually to one staff member
who has exhibited outstanding service and
pcrformancc in advancing the nationwide
01‘ganization’s community outreach and

VOlU nteer Cngagcmcnt

Steven Martin, mathematics and computer
science, anactuary manager at I,ibcrty Mutual
Insurance, won the Variance Prize for a new
rescarch paperin actuarial science. The Variance
Prize is awarded to original research showing

solutions to advanced insurance problems.

009

Alexander Pyles, English, was named associate
dean for academic affairs ac the Univcrsity of
Maryland’s Philip Merrill College of Journalism
in August 2023.

010

Andrew Ishmael, information systems, a
program manager at Northrop Grumman, was
selected as the 2023 Society of Asian Scientists
and Engincers Emerging Leader of the Year.

Aminata Jalloh, American studies, launched her
sophomore children’s picture book 7he Taste of
Home!in June 2023. The story follows Mariama,
ayoung girl whose annual holiday plans take an
unexpected turn.
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Tania Long, dance, was proﬁlcd in the Baltimore
Sun, for her studio Dimensions Dance Center for

childrenin Abingdon, Maryland.

Joshua Michael, political science, Ph.D.

22, public policy, has been elected vice
president of the Maryland State Board of
Education. Michael currently serves as the
exccutive director of the Sherman Family
Foundation, which provides grants to nonprofic
organizations to promote education and
opportunities for young people in Baltimore.

Sarah Murphy, health administration and
policy, joined Delaware’s Beebe Healthcare's
growing clinical providcr team in August 2023 as
a family nurse practitioner providing emergency
walk-in treatment.

Stephen Rafter, M. A, educartion, was named
assistant principal of Kent Island High School
in Queen Annc’s County, Maryland, in
Seprember 2023.

201

Brian Frazee, political science, M.P.P.12, is
the new presidentand CEO of the Delaware
Healthcare Association. Frazee is also prcsidcnt
of the Maryland Government Relations
Association and prcsidcnt of the Alumni

Association Board of Directors for UMBC.

2017

Stefanie Mavronis, political science and media
and communications studies, was appointed the
interim executive director of the Mayor's Office
of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement.

Mavronis took over the role in June 2023.

2013

Robbin Lee, visual arts, executive director of
Baltimore Homccoming, was inducted to the
Thread Hall of Fame. Thread isan organization
that harnesses the power of relationships to
deeply engage with young people facing the most

signihcant opportunity and achievement gaps.

Anthony Venida, biological sciences, has been
announced asa member of the Howard Hughes
Medical Institute’s 2023 Hanna H. Gray Fellows.
The program provides cach fellow wich up to $1.5

million in support for up to cight years. Venida is
interested in undcrstanding the mechanisms that
lead to death ofdopamincrgic neurons, a major

pathological hallmark of Parkinson’s discase.

2014

Emily Brown, M.S.’14, computer science, was
named to Technical ly’s Real LIST Engincers
2023, 15 tech innovators, educators and advocates
fueling Baltimore. Brown is a senior engincer

at Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics
Laboratory.

Joshua Gehret, English and ancient studies, was
University of Baltimore Law School's Class of
2023 Valedictorian.

Courtney C. Hobson, M. A, historical studies,
is working to tell the storics of enslaved people
who lived and worked at Arlingron House,
Robert E. Lee’s former home.

Charles Mason III, graphic design, was
included ina New York City art exhibit “This
Too Shall Pass,” fcaturingworks bya group of
eleven artists who incorporate figurativc and
abstract representations of flowers in their work.
In summer 2023, Maryland Public Television

featured Mason in their original series Artworks.

Monica Pruitt, biochemistry and molecular
biology, shared in the member magazine

for the American Society for Biochemistry
and Molecular Biology the impact Usher
syndrome—arare discase thatis the most
common cause of genctic deaf-blindness—has
had on her personal and professionallife.

2015

Mustafa Al-Adhami, M.S., Ph.D. 20,
mechanical engineering, and his Baltimore-

based company, Astek Diagnostics, received
funding from the University System of Maryland
Momentum Fund to support the dcvclopmcnt of
a device that determines which antibioric is best

for treating urinary tract infections.

Isabel Aldunate, media and communication
studies, was named director of media relations ac
the American Federation of Labor and Congress
of Industrial Organizations in September 2023.

Omar Khan, biological sciences, M.P.S."23,
data science, hasjoincd the Institute for Defense

Analyses (IDA) asa data science fellow in the

Retrievers Kelly Casper ’91 and Brian Woodhead
’90 shared this photo from their son Jack Casper-
Woodhead’s 20, M.P.P."22,, wedding with
Hayley Goodloe ’21. “Everyone in this photo is

cither an alumnus, present, or past employee at
UMBC,” says Casper.

Operational Evaluation Division of IDA's
Systems and Analyses Center.

AnnaZahn, political science, a conflict
researcher at Airwars—which tracks, assesses,
archives, and investigates civilian harm claims in
conflictaftected nations—wrote about the role
of metadata in “Civilian Casualty Assessment”
reports for the website Just Sccurityi

201/

Lana Fakhry, political science, joined the
Institute for Defense Analyses (IDA), asecurity
and science policy nonproﬁt, asaprojectassistant
in the Joint Advanced Warfighting Division of
IDA’s Systems and Analyses Center.

Nelli Mosavi, Ph.D., clectrical engineering,
receiveda Womenin Acrospacc’s 2023
Acrospace Awareness Awardaward in August
2023 for excellence and innovation in outreach
and raising public unclcrstanding ofacrospacc
programs and her commitment to the
advancement of women in acrospace. Mosavi
currently serves as a project manager at Johns

Hopl(ins University Applitd Physics Laboratory.

Danielle Schmitt, Ph.D., biochemistry,
received the National Institutes of Health
New Innovator Award in October 2023 for
her rescarch on cellular metabolic regulacion,
which is an expansion of her work asa UMBC

graduare student. Schmice is currently a professor

at UCLA.



2018

Valerie Yll, biological sciences zmd PhilOSOPhy,

jomcd the Patterson and Sheridan law firm in

October 2023 to focus on intellectual property law.

2019

Millan Bhatt, music tcchnology, pcrforming
under the stage name MLLN, released an
R&B album, 7z 2 Day, his first fully self-
produced album.

Dilay Kogogullar;, M.F.A. intermedia and
digital arts, was proﬁlcd in a national Turkish

newspaper fOl’ l’le biO art insta“ations‘

Anna Gifty Opoku-Agyeman, cconomics,
has been named to the inaugural Forbes 30
Under 30 class of Boston. Opoku-Agyeman

is a doctoral candidate at Harvard’s Kennedy
School studying7 public po]icy and economics
and holds fellowships from the National Science

Foundation and the Ford Foundation.

Nicole Ringel, M.F.A, imaging and digital arts,
was awarded a 2023 Grans for Artists from the

Maryland State Arts Council.

2020

Jack Casper-Woodhead, health adminiscration
and policy, M.P.P."22, and Hayley Goodloe 21,
information systems, were married on June 1,
2023,in Aruba, surrounded by family and friends,
including many rclationships Forgcd during their

time at UMBC.

Gabbo Franks, music technology, and Etai

Fuchs 21, music technology, were featured inan
August2023 Baltimore Fishbow! article d iscussing
their band Moon by Moon and how it originatcd

during their time at UMBC.

Vicky Graham, acting, will perform in “I

Will Eat You Alive,” anew play presented by
Interrobang Productions in January 2024. The
play portrays adinner party hosted by three fac
women to “celebrate” one’s decision to lose weighe

and confronts diet culture and faphobia.
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EMBARKING ON ‘HAPPILY EVER AFTER’

Bethanee Bemis ’09, history and anthropology, M.A. *11, history

For those who grew up—or still are—spellbound
by movies like Beauty and the Beast, Toy Story,
and The Lion King, you are part of what some
historians dub the “Disney Generation.” Your
childhood joins forces with a collective nostalgia
that weaves Disney’s enchanting tales into our
very own identities. In a country with many
competing cultural icons, Disney—for better or
worse—remains a singular unifying brand for
anyone who spent their childhood in the U.S.

Smithsonian museum specialist and curator
Bethanee Bemis '09, history and anthropology,
M.A. 11, history, is an expert in weaving
narratives with identity and a storyteller at heart.
Her work shines best when married to her earliest
passion—Disney.

In her newly published book Disney Theme
Parks and America’s National Narratives: Mirror,
Mirror for Us All, Bemis shares her personal
journey with Disney. She was brought home from
the hospital to a Disney-themed nursery, went to
Disney World at age two, and around that age,
watched The Little Mermaid for the first time,
marking her enchantment.

This profound connection with Disney would
eventually shape Bemis’ academic and then
career path. During a recent installation of a
Smithsonian exhibition on American democracy,
Bemis recalls, “the central inquiry revolved
around who holds the authority to narrate
America’s tales. Must our collective narrative be
uniform for national unity? Can such unity even
exist? That’s when it hit me—Disney! Disney is
the narrator of American stories.”

As the curator of the exhibit “Mirror, Mirror:
Reflections of America in Disney Parks” at the
National Museum of American History, Bemis
explores Disney’s impact on American culture and
reminds us of the significance of cultural artifacts

like movies, dolls, and historical items. These
artifacts can inspire conversations, challenge
assumptions, and even drive change.

Bemis used her time at UMBC to fuse her early
fascination with storytelling and her dedication to
exploring the intricate threads of history.

Seth Messinger, then an associate
professor of sociology and anthropology, played
a transformational role in her belief in herself.
“Initially, | wasn’t sure what | wanted to do. Dr.
Messinger, my undergraduate advisor, believed
in me,” says Bemis. “He was convinced that |
could achieve success with a little extra effort. He
pushed me to go outside my comfort zone and
grow, which | appreciated. ... Well, later on, not in
the moment.”

On campus, Bemis felt that she could
explore her interests. “I really appreciated how
the community at UMBC was a safe space to
experiment and think about the person | wanted
to be when | finished college,” says Bemis, who
met her husband Benjamin D’Alessio '10,

M.S. 11, chemical engineering, when they were
both grad students on campus “It's a lifetime
community if you want it to be,” she smiles. “It’s
not just a school.”

Messinger, who has kept in touch with Bemis
after they both moved on from UMBC, says Bemis
has made him so proud. “In addition to taking
my classes, she served as a research assistant
for me. She’s very detail oriented and organized,
as well as warm and kind as a person. |'ve loved
watching her family and career flourish.”

What began as an internship at the
Smithsonian’s National Museum of American
History grew into a career mission to uncover
stories hidden within the museum’s vast
collections. Qver the years, she moved from
intern to curator, specializing in political history
and weaving narratives that resonate with the
pulse of the nation.

“We must keep telling the stories and make
space in the museum for people to tell their own
stories,” says Bemis. “I hope that whatever | do
will contribute to that somehow.”

— Roni Rosenthal
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Carol Gambrill, Michael Gambrill 75, James Wiggins 75, and Evangeline Wiggins met up at the 2023

Montreal International Jazz Festival.

2027

Rahne Alexander, M.F.A. intermedia and
digical arts, was featured in the “Game Changer”
section of Baltimore Magazine's June 2023 issuc for
her artistic works and advocacy for Baltimore’s
LGBTQ community. She was also awarded a
2023 Grant for Artists from the Maryland State
Arts Council.

Adam Dixon, Ph.D,, gcography and
environmental systems, co-authored a study in
Em/ogim/ A/)p/imtz’om with several UMBC facu[ty
in Apri[ 2023 that uses a combination of audio
recorders and satellite Imagery to learn how birds

are faring on agricultural lands.
5

Taylor West, public health, M.P.P."23,

was a member of the National Centers for
Environmental Informarion’s Air Quality
Climarte Team this summer measuring trends in
air quality in the Pacific Northwest.

2027

Courtney Cavin, M.S.23, chemical engineering,
was named to chhnical,ly’s RealLIST Engincers
2023, 15 tech innovators, educators and advocates
fucling Baltimore. Cavinisa product engineerat

Astek Diagnostics.

Suhapriya Venkateswaran, M.P.S., has
joined Intertck Acumen Security as a project
coordinator as of June 2023.

2023

Liza Aleinikova, M.F.A, was included in
Maryland Arc Place’s “Young Blood” exhibitin
summer 2023. The event showcased the works of
recent Baltimore-area graduates.

Grishma Prabhukhot, Ph.D., mechanical
engineering, was awarded second placc in
the Institute of Food chhno[ogists’ tood
microbiology division graduatc student oral

competition in August 2023.

Cassandra Pollard, translational life science
technology, and Samantha Petros, translational
life science technology, were named members
of BioBuzz's inaugural Board of Buzz in
October 2023.

FRIENDS WE WILL MISS

Thomas Luther Benson died on May 10,2023.
From 1970 to 1986, Benson was a philosophy
professorat UMBC, as well as the director of the
gcr\cral honors program and the intcrdisciplinary
studies program. He's fondly remembered by one
of his carly students, Dale Gough '70, American
studies. At the end of one semester, when Gough
was sick, Benson allowed him to submit his end-
of-term paper by cassctte tape, he shared.

Ryan Fidler 00, visual and performing arts,
asoftware engincerand developer, died on
Thursday, June 22, afteran cight-month bactle
with pancreatic cancer. From 2004 until
2022, Fidler worked as director ofproduct
developmentand chicftcchnology officer for

Syndicus NACON, a technical recruiting and
staﬂﬁng company basedin Annapolis.

Maarja Schuetz (Hildebrand) Gandy 81,
health science and policy, passed away on August
31,2023. She had along career in healthcare and
pharmaceuticals. She enjoyed her retirement
runninga food pantry in Calvert County,
Maryland, and traveling the world.

Douglas Warren Hansen 81, visual and
performingarts, suffered a heartactack on
Scptcmbcr 25,2023, while pursuing his passion
of biking Hansen worked for Bﬂ/fl”lo?’t’MﬂgdZin(’
and Johns Hopkins University. Hansen was
known for his attcntion-grabbing urban

l.’mdscapc photographs.

Tommie Jackson 75, political science, died
onJuly 26,2023. Jackson met his wife, and life
partner, Dorye Michelle Emory 77, Afro-
American studies,at UMBC. For 20 years,
Jackson served as the pastor of Faith Tabernacle
in Stamford, Connecticut. During his time at
Faith, Jackson served the Stamford community
with aweekly food bank in an effort to reduce
hungerin the community and held annual
back-to-school drives.

Bonnie Anne Lease, M.A. 02, history, passed
away on July 6,2023. Early in Leasc’s career

she spent many years with the Congrcssional
Information Service as an editor, a project
manager, and competitive intclligcncc researcher.
Later she worked for History Associatesasa
historian, before spcnding the rest of her career

until retirement at the Enoch Prate Free Library.

Patrice Snyder-Walsh 94, nursing, worked as
anambulance emergency medical technician
and as a trauma and critical care nurse at several
Woashington, D.C., hospitals. She also instructed
college nursing courses before retiring, Snyder-
Walsh passed away on June 2,2023.

Denise Ann Tritaik 87, English, returned to
school after raising her three children—not wanting
to be the only one in her family without a four-year
degree. She then enjoyed a carcer at the Maryland
Department of Natural Resourcesin Annapolis,

Maryland. Tritaik passcd away on May 15,2023.

Guy Leslie Yates 79, history, passed away on
January 16,2023. He was a senior real estate
assessor for Fairfax County Government before
he retired in March 2011. He was the beloved
spouse of Susan Radecke Yates 86, health
administration and policy.

Esther Zells 70, Spanish, passcd away in Atlanta,
Georgia, on June 3,2023.



FROM APPLES TO ARMY ROBOTS

Priya Narayanan, Ph.D. 08, mechanical engineering
p

She didn’t exactly experience a Sir Isaac Newton-
like epiphany after being conked by a falling apple,
but Priya Narayanan, Ph.D. '08, mechanical
engineering, spent a lot of her time at UMBC
interacting with the iconic red fruit.

For her Ph.D. thesis, Narayanan worked with
the U.S. Department of Agriculture to study
whether a simple device made of a long, inclined
track could reliably orient apples. The ultimate
goal was to automate visual inspection of the
fruit—using cameras to spot blemishes—and
the cameras required the same view of the apple
each time.

Narayanan spent thousands of hours
performing experiments with rolling fruit, filming
high-speed videos of its descent down the track,
and developing mathematical models of the
apple’s motion to explore why the fruit ended up in
its final orientation at the bottom of the track.

“| was able to shape the direction of the
research and got interested in modeling the
contact mechanics of the apples,” Narayanan
says. “| thought it might be easy, but it turned out
to be very hard.”

Rouben Rostamian, a professor in the
Department of Mathematics and Statistics at
UMBC who worked with Narayanan on the
modeling, commended her persistence.

“Priya was interested in studying the problem
deeply,” he says. “She learned new areas of math
so that she could really pursue her questions.”

Curiosity and commitment to learning have
been a constant of Narayanan’s approach to
problem solving—even as the systems she studies
and the roles she takes on have shifted over her
career. Narayanan was recently named chief of
the autonomous systems branch at the U.S. Army
DEVCOM Army Research Laboratory (ARL). She
leads teams working to develop intelligent robots
to assist the U.S. military.

“I'm not studying my apples anymore,” she
says. “But in graduate school, | broadened my skill
set. That has really helped me throughout
my career.”

After graduating from UMBC, Narayanan
worked for a few years at the University of
Maryland School of Medicine in Baltimore. She
studied robotic systems that could assist patients
recovering from strokes. The work gave her the
opportunity to develop expertise in computer vision
and image processing as well as gain experience
making prototypes for robotic research and
conducting clinical trials.

In 2014, Narayanan was awarded a National
Research Council fellowship to work at the Naval
Research Laboratory.

“It was around this time that deep learning
started making waves,” she says. She shifted
her focus to building artificial intelligence (Al)
models. When her fellowship ended after three
years, Narayanan joinedthe ARL, headquartered in
Adelphi, Maryland, and has been there ever since.

She has ascended the ranks at the organization,
moving from a research engineering position, to
leader of a small team, to ultimately head of an
entire branch.

Researchers under Narayanan'’s leadership
conduct research in robotics to help aerial,
wheeled, and legged robots autonomously
navigate rugged landscapes and difficult terrains,
and coordinate their actions with other robots
and humans.

As part of her role, Narayanan has worked
with UMBC researchers affiliated with the Center
for Real-time Distributed Sensing and Autonomy.
The center, which is led by information systems
professors Aryya Gangopadhyay and Nirmalya
Roy, coordinates with ARL on research to develop
Al-enabled smart robots.

Narayanan says she found her way into
management by embracing leadership opportunities
that came her way, such as leading an ARL seedling
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program that encouraged researchers to form teams
and submit proposals for new high-risk, high-pay-
off projects. “I've also attended an entrepreneurship
and leadership program organized by ARL in
collaboration with UMBC Training Centers, so I'm
still learning from the university,” she says.

She honed soft skills, such as communication
and networking, that have been critical to her
success. She also says her broad range of
research experience has been useful in her
leadership positions, helping her connect
with team members who have varying areas
of expertise.

Looking back at her days at UMBC, Narayanan
remembers a wonderful community and the feeling
of being supported. Not long after she arrived
on campus, she and a few fellow students found
themselves in the same elevator as then President
Freeman Hrabowski. He introduced himself
and asked all the students their names and what
they were studying. Later, when Narayanan and
a friend performed a classical dance on campus
in celebration of the Indian holiday Diwali, she
remembers how President Hrabowski came
backstage to complement their performance.

She encourages current students to take
advantage of all that the university and the region
have to offer: “Realize how many resources you
have at your disposal, and really make use of
them,” she says.

Uri Tasch, her Ph.D. advisor, who is now an
emeritus professor of mechanical engineering,
recalls how Narayanan showed up nearly every day
at the lab. “You couldn’t stop her,” he said. “She
did beautiful work, and she always had a smile on
her face.”

— Catherine Meyers

Above: Headshot of Narayanan. Below: Narayanan
at a classical aance celebration on campus. Photos
courtesy of Narayanan.
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At UMBC, we're still young enough to
be making traditions. Meet Thomas

Locastro, biological sciences alumnus,
who knew from day one on campus in
2003 that he wanted to leave behind a
lasting legacy.

Locastro joined the newly-made First Year
Council, designed to help students view
themselves as co-creators of our campus
community. “They were encouraging us to

pick something to do,” Locastro explains.
“How do you leave your mark?”

Locastro brainstormed an idea that would
be exciting for students but still relatively
inexpensive, and therefore hopefully
repeatable. He landed on a bonfire. In the
center of campus.

Understandably, there were some
roadblocks. But Locastro had staff
members to champion his idea. Jen Dress,
then the coordinator for the students events
board, was integral to the process. “We are
really dedicated to figuring things out when
students come to us with dreams to make
things happen,” says Dress, now director of
engagement for Campus Life.

The other MVP, says Locastro, is Glen
Cook, a member of the grounds crew who
collects pallets leading up to the fire and
is always trying to make the conflagration
bigger and better (while staying safe).

-
ponr
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“I talked to so many people before I found
the right people to really push the idea
forward for approval with me,” Locastro
says. Since the first bonfire in 2004,
Locastro has attended every lighting since.

“I've flown back from Saudi Arabia to make
this event,” Locastro says. “I've flown back
from Monaco. I've flown back from a lot of
places in the U.S. I've never missed it.”

Thousands of students have warmed their
hands at the last 19 years of bonfires.
What tradition will you start at UMBC?

— Jaina Peveto °24

Locastro says David Hoffman, Ph.D. ’13,
language, literacy, and culture, the director

of UMBC’s Center for Democracy and Civic

Life, was his biggest supporter in this endeavor.
Hoffman, who took this photo of Locastro lighting
the first bonfire, says, “The big lesson in Thomas’s
story is that students really can bring their vision
and talents to the collaborative work of making
UMBC’s future bright.”
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Sacred Spaces

It makes sense thatina space on campus
intcntiona“y left green, wooded, and,

well sacred, there would be somcplace to
sit,and under that bench there would be
anotebook waiting for you, along witha
writing implcmcnt. Your thoughts are the last
ingredicnt for the moment.

Since the founding of the Joseph Beuys
Sculpture Park on the Knoll in the southwest
corner of the Loop in 2001, UMBC
community members have been writing in
journals tucked under benches from Nature
Sacred—an organization thathopes to promote
aconnection to nature through journaling and
contemplation spaces throughout America.

Sandra Abbott, curator of collections and
outreach at the Center for Arr, Design,and
Visual Culture (CADVC), has collected and
rcplaccd many dozens of the journals as part

of her role at UMBC. “Journalingisavery
intimate medium. Peop]c pour their hearts out
in them here just like thcy woulda personal
diary tucked under their pillow,” says Abbortt,
who shares the j ournals with Nature Sacred and

also uploads the texts to CADVC's website.

“Afcer rcading 15 years ofjournal entries
from our site, I can say a signiﬁcant number
of these entries are rife with emotion—
whether a writer is waxing on about their
newfound love or hcartful]y rcsponding to
someone else’s heartbreak—the moment
spent physica“y writing in a book and in
one’s own hand is powcrful.”

Maybc you confessed a budding romance in
those pages yoursclf. Maybc you qucstioned
your major, or just drewa funny picture.
The filled and cmptyjournals alike call to
Retrievers to make their mark on the pages,
and in the world.

— Randianne Leyshon 09

UMBC Magazine’s editorial intern Jaina Peveto 24
takes a moment out 0f her ﬂ’ﬂ]/ to write in a Nature
Sacred journal.



Thank You! Your generosity impacts everything we do.

From providing student scholarships and funding faculty research to resourcing programs like Retriever
Essentials and the Women’s Center, your generosity impacts every level of student success here

at UMBC. Your gifts also go a long way in supporting our numerous championship teams, including

our four-time America East championship softball team and three-time America East championship
volleyball team. The culture of giving that you have helped cultivate is making us a better place in so
many ways. We can’t say it enough—THANK YOU!
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Achieve Your WHY.

You know why your goals matter. At the UMBC Alumni Scholarship
Graduate School at UMBC, we know how Our alumni make us proud. We
to help you reach them. Ranked a top 15 want to help you reach your
most innovative university and a top public goals. We're offering a $1,000
university, we offer over 80 advanced scholarship for returning alumni

. . for the first semester of tuition in
programs with dedicated faculty, research

- . any UMBC master's or graduate
opportunities, and an extensive network to

; certificate program.
prepare you to achieve your goals.

$1,000 Scholarship. No Application Fee.
Learn More at: gradschool.umbc.edu/retrievernation
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WE'RE HEADING YOUR WAY

UMBC will be on the road this spring bringing events to alumni in San

Francisco and the Bay Area, New York, and locally in Montgomery County,
Maryland, and Northern Virginia. To share suggestions for events you would
like to see or to get involved with planning, contact us at alum@umbc.edu.
Keep an eye on your email for more information, and check out our alumni
events calendar at alumni.umbc.edu.

Cheer on the Retrievers

Alumni and friends are invited to special alumni recognition games for
men’s and women’s basketball. Let’s cheer on our teams and help them bring
home wins! Both game will be at the Chesapeake Employers Insurance
Arena at UMBC and include pre-game event receptions, special giveaways,
and half-time alumni athlete recognition.

Saturday, February 10, 2024—Men’s Basketball vs. University of Vermont
Saturday, February 24, 2024—Women’s Basketball vs. New Hampshire

For a full UMBC Athletics’ schedule, visit umbcretrievers.com.

facebook.com/umbcalumni

facebook.com/umbcpage
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