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Many species call the open tundra, ice, and 
polar desert home and as these lands give 
way to warmer climate biomes these species 
have no place to go and their only other option 
is to evolve to adapt to the changing 
climate.(see Fight Over the Arctic)
The moving tree-line is a self-perpetuating 
cycle, as the trees move in the newly warmed 
arctic increasing the amount of solar radiation 
that is absorbed, with less solar radiation from 
the sun reflected back the area becomes 
warmer and along with increased precipitation, 
increases the rate of plant growth continuing 
the sequence. Rising temperatures favor taller, 
denser vegetation, and help to promote the 
growth of vegetation farther north as 
permafrost begins to thaw. While vegetation 
does trap some of the CO2 the net increase of 
the absorption of solar radiation is much 
stronger. 
However not all of the arctic areas will turn into 
lush forests, fires, floods and over population 
can lead to setback in the rate that forests 
grow. Another delay is the land itself, dry 
tundra is not very suitable for the germination 
of new plants and areas with a lot of melting 
will become flooded. 
One thing is clear the future of the arctic is 
changing, whether for better or worse is yet to 
be seen. 
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 A area of very low precipitation 
and temperatures staying below 
10°c in the warmest months. This 
area consists of bedrock and 
gravel. Polar deserts cover 
roughly 3 million square miles of 
the earth's surface. Despite the 
harsh conditions caribou do quite 
well in this environment.
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