Most Common Mistakes

One of the most common mistakes you can make while writing a

paper is to accidently forget to cite a source because you are so caught up in
the rest of your paper. Unfortunately this still counts as plagiarism.

Helpful Hints

e “Research helpsinform and support your ideas. It needs to be placed into
the context of your writing, not a substitute for your ideas” (Fitzpatrick).

e “If you are using more than a few words from a source, then you must put
it in quotes” (Mabe).

e “Common knowledge means it can be found in at least five separate
sources” (Mabe).

e “ltis better to over-cite than to under-cite” (Pekarske).

e ‘“If you have any questions about citation, ask your instructor well in
advance of your paper’s due date, so if you have to make any
adjustments to your citations, you have the time to do them well”
(Brizee et al.).

e Remember to “cite as you write” (Robichaud).

e Itisvery important that you identify quotes in your notes so that you do
not accidently place them into your paper improperly (Brizee et al.).

e If you come up with an idea on your own, then write ‘me’ next to it
(Brizee et al.).

e Color code or number information by source (Bartko), or place “a big S”
by information from your sources (Brizee et al.).

e “When using material from your past papers as support in a new piece of
writing, you must cite your previous paper as a source. Fair Warning: Ask
your professor if it is acceptable to use this material”

(MacDougall).

How to Cite by Discipline...BE PATIENT!!!

We understand that citing your sources can be quite time-consuming, but
have no fear: this brochure will make your life a whole lot easier. However,
keep in mind that professors mat require a specific documentation style.
Definitely consult your teachers’ rubrics for their personal preferences. In
addition, The Little Seagull Handbook provides guidelines on four
documentation styles, each of which is commonly used in specific disciplines:

e “Modern Language Association (MLA): English, foreign languages, and
other humanities

e American Psychological Association (APA): Psychology and other social
sciences

e University of Chicago Press (Chicago): History, philosophy, and other
humanities

e Council of Science Editors (CSE): Physical and biological sciences and
mathematics” (Bullock and Weinburg 92)
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Plagiarism is...

"...the act of taking another person’s writing, conversation, song,
or even idea, and passing it off as your own” (What is Plagiarism?).

—
/ It iIsn’t writing unless you're citing!

For an ONLINE version visit:
www.umbc.edu/oue/honesty




